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Wuere was H. S. Vai of Chicago at the 
recent NorTHWESTERN Mutua Lire meeting? 


It sEEMs to be a fad to apply for receivers 
of life insurance companies at Chicago. 


Tue Chicago Inter Ocean hasn’t a very 
high opinion of the ability of western man- 
agers to play golf. 


DECEPTIVE LIFE INSURANCE. 


WE are advised that one of the reorganized 
assessment life companies gets most of its new 
business now by the “board” plan. Its agents 
go to men in a town and with much mystery 
and star chamber talk cause the prospect to 
believe he is getting a splendid proposition. 
He is enjoined not to divulge the important 
arrangement. It is “only between us girls.” 
He is written for a good sum before he inves- 
tigates the company. Afterward he finds he 
has been duped. He has not gotten an ex- 
clusive contract. Others have them. The 
company is not considered sound financially. 
Lightning artists have done their work and 
will not return to the town. 

These methods cause suspicion to rest on 
reputable life insurance. The company fol- 
lowing them secures no permanent benefit. 
Lapses are the order of the day. The public 
is deceived and the cause of life insurance in 
general is harmed. 





THE LOCAL AGENT'S OPPORTUNITY. 


IN THE PAST year fire agents have had much 
to contend with. The 25 per cent advance, be- 
ing arbitrary, was hard to explain, and in- 
surers were not in a humor to listen to ex- 
planations of the second advance, which re- 
ratings under the new schedule generally 
brought. In many places the agents have 
stood together and fought the issue through; 
in a few places they have done more com- 
plaining than the insurers have. This com- 
plaining has not done them any good, as a 
rule; it has not given them any better stand- 
ing with their companies; it has made it 
harder for them to justify the rates in the 
future; and it has given aid and comfort to 
such politicians and newspapers as have been 
trying to convince the public that it was being 
robied by the insurance “trust.” 

There has never been a time when agents 
had a better opportunity to be of real value 
to the business than now. They are its rep- 
resentatives who are nearest the public and 
in the best position to enlighten the public as 
to why things are as they are. They now have 
the means of explaining rates, something they 
could never do satisfactorily until schedule 
rating was adopted, for many rates were be- 
yon’ all explanation. They can now show the 
insurer that his rates are of his own making. 
The inspection bureaus have all the informa- 





tion necessary to explain a rate and show 
how it may be lowered, and this information 
will be given gladly to agents or insurers who 
want it. It now remains with the insurer to 
pay high rates or low as he sees fit; it re- 
mains for the agents to inform him of this 
fact and explain to him how he may get his 
rates reduced. In those cities where the agents 
have faced their difficulties and adapted them- 
selves to the new conditions promptly, the 
business is, generally speaking, in good shape; 
property owners are learning that the selling 
price of insurance is based on the cost price, 
as in any other business; and some of them 
are taking prompt action to reduce the cost, 
to the benefit of themselves and of the com- 
munity. What some towns need is to have 
the agents develop a little more backbone and 
enforce the rates, not in an arbitrary and dis- 
agreeable spirit, but in the same way as a 
dealer in any other commodity whose price 
had advanced for good and sufficient causes, 
would do. 


PRESIDENT I. 8. BLACKWELDER. 


Ir 1s generally conceded that President I. S. 
BLACKWELDER, of the UNION, will be re-elected 
to his present position. It is the rule to re- 
elect the president so that he can serve two 
terms. Mr. BLacKWELDER has made an 
efficient official and is regarded as one of the 
most prominent managers in the West. He 
has long been in the harness, has done valiant 
service for the cause of fire insurance, and de- 
serves the high honor that has come to him. 
He added many laurels to his crown at the 
Philadelphia meeting by his excellent presid- 
ing ability. 


INSIDIOUS RATE CUTTING. 


At this time, when fire insurance companies 
are trying to recoup themselves for the losses 
of several bad years bv more conservative un- 
derwriting and firmness in demanding full 
rates, it seems strange that they should per- 
mit themselves to be made the victims of a 
rank lot of wide-open permits and clauses that 
are in reality thwarting their efforts. 

If the schedule rates promulgated by various 
bureaus are too high they ought to be reduced. 
If they are equitable, they should not be cir- 
cumvented by the use of clauses that in reality 
saddle upon the companies a much greater lia- 
bility for a given premium than was con- 
templated. One form of competition among 
agents is in the liberality of permits. 

The agent that will permit the storage of 
the greatest amount of gasoline, or its use 
under the fewest restrictions, or who allows 
most latitude in permitting the storage of such 
materials as are “necessary to the usual con- 
duct of the business,” or who will attach a 
mortgage clause that waives every restriction 
in the policy, is the one that gets the business. 
While the companies strive valiantly for the 
full tariff rate, they assume for a given 
premium hazards much greater in proportion 
than the usual cut rate amounts to. While 
they pay for surveys on the physical hazard, 
they put no penalty on carelessness that is lit- 
tle short of moral hazard. While they restrict 
in various ways the owner of a home if he 
has it paid for, they remove all restrictions 
as regards the mortgage if the owner sees fit 
to borrow money on his property. What is 
the use of schedule rating if the rates are to 
be nullified by increased hazards? 

It is time the companies waked up on these 
matters. 


H. S. Haas, one of the oldest fire insurance 
agents in St. Paul, died a few days ago in 
that city. 





The Federal Lloyds of Chicago has increased 
its underwriters from ten to twenty. This is 
one of the strongest of the Chicago Lloyds, 
almost all the underwriters being well-known 
lumbermen and vessel owners. 








EQUITABLE HAS GIVEN UP THE GHOST. 





Indiana Special Charter Company Found that 
the Way Was too Rocky and Hence 
Has Expired. 





The Equitable Fire of Indiana has passed 
into the hands of a receiver. It is one of the 
special charter companies that has _ been 
knocked from pillar to post for years and 
years. It was reorganized by the Darks two 
or three years ago and afterwards fell to the 
possession of Everett Wagner, H. A. Hacke- 
dorn and Dr. Christian. These men say, how- 
ever, they have had nothing to do with it for 
some time past. It is said its premium in- 
come was satisfactory up to the last. It is pre- 
dicted that those who have claims against it will 
find in each case that the company was owned 
by “someone over in the next county.” 





A. G. ALBRIGHT TAKES ILLINOIS FIELD. 





Connecticut Promotes Its Oklahoma and South- 
ern Kansas Special to a State Agency— 
Other Changes Made. 





A. G. Albright, special agent of the Con- 
necticut in Oklahoma and southern Kansas, 
is transferred to Illinois, where he will be 
state agent of the company. The Connecti- 
cut has had no state agent since R. S. Odell 
resigned to go with the Phenix. W. H. Kin- 
ney, who is special agent of the Connecticut, 
will continue in that capacity, devoting his 
time to southern Illinois. S. W. Atkinson, 
assistant State Agent Fleming in Mis- 
souri, becomes special agent in Oklahoma and 
southern Kansas. S. J. Montgomery of Ko- 


hoko, Mo., is appointed assistant state agent in 
Missouri. 


to 





WEST LEAVES THE NORTHERN. 

C. T. West, of Denver, the special agent of 
the Northern of England in the mountain 
field will leave the company’s service on Au- 
gust I. 





ADDITIONAL INDIANA RETURNS. 
Additional Indiana returns, as filed for the 
first six months of the year, other than found 
in the regular departments of this paper, are: 


Premiums. Losses. 
Buffalo Commercial ..... 5,915.00 2,200.00 
Northwestern National .. 29,976.00 13,046.00 
Norwich Union ......... 18,453.00 3,405.00, 
Liv., London & Globe.... 35,005.00 16,320.00 
Union Mutual Life....... 6,006.00 1,721.00 
Pelican ...... aves -+- 1,169.82 918.80 
De: SG . 6ss08 4004 137,613.00 25,952.00 
Equitable Life lIowa..... 21,465.00 


Aetna Life (Accidt.) .... 


19,916.00 
Standard Accident 


7,793.00 
35,758.00 


11,808.00 





SITUATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA. 

Companies are somewhat apprehensive as to 
the situation in South Dakota following the 
anti-compact law going into effect in that 
State. The Union has now relinquished jur- 
isdiction there, and it is thought that some 
companies may break over the line. 

GREAT RECORD AS TO SEPARATION. 

The American and German Alli- 
ance have made a great record in Ohio as to 
separation. All their agencies in the State 
are clear except two, these being at Bucyrus 
and Mansfield. It is in no agency in the State 
with a non-union stock company. Its Bucy- 
rus agent is Herman F. Miller, secretary of 
the Home Mutual. At Mansfield it is in the 
office of Cook & Tracy, Mr. Cook being the 
secretary of the Mansfield Mutual. This is a 
great record for the company as to separation. 


German 





The Connecticut Fire increased its net sur- 
plus $200,000 during the first six months of 
the year. 
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ARSON CONVICTIONS IN OHIO. 





GOOD WORK DONE BY FIRE MARSHAL. 





Gang of Ten Men from Williams County Has 
Already Been Convicted—Grand Jury 
in Session 





Despite the fact that the laws of Ohio are 
such that the criminal must be almost caught 
in the act or the chain of circumstantial evi- 
dence so strong that a confession can be forced, 
convictions for the crime of arson are steadily 
increasing. This is not due to any increase in 
incendiarism, but rather to the unearthing of 
such crimes by the steady and persistent work 
of Fire Marshal Hollenbeck and his assist- 
ants, 

Work of Williams County Gang. 

One of the best pieces of work accomplished 
by this department was the running down of 
the Williams County gang, which has been 
operating for the past twenty-five years. In 
addition to those already sentenced on July 7, 
five others pleaded guilty and were sentenced. 

William Mathews, recently returned to Will- 
iams County from Morgantown, W. Va., was 
sentenced to serve two years for setting fire 
to the residence of J. I. Suter. William 
Bohner was an accomplice in this case. ‘As 
stated, Mathews acted as agent of the gang in 
soliciting “jobs” and is said to have made 
examinations of the county records in order 
to, ascertain, as likely “risks, the names of 
those whose property was mortgaged. 


Veteran Pleads Guilty to Arson. 


William Davidson, about 75 years old, 
pleaded guilty to the charge of employing 
Albert Anderson and William Bohner to burn 
his house, which was insured in the Royal for 
$600. The amount of the insurance collected 
was returned to the company with interest by 
Davidson after he decided to plead guilty. 
This sentence was for two years. 

Albert Anderson, charged as above stated, 
pleaded guilty, and received a one-year sen- 
tence. 

Wright Fisher pleaded guilty to the charge 
of employing William Bohuer to burn his 
house, insured in the Miami Valley Insurance 
Company for $400. As_ stated previously, 
Fisher used this money to pay doctor bills 
and the funeral expenses of his -deceased wife. 
He was sentenced to one year. 

Applies Money to Pay Mortgage. 

J. I. Suter employed Jackson Swisher and 
William Bohner to burn his house, insured in 
the Ohio Farmers, and the loss paid amounting 
to about $1,100, which money was applied on a 
mortgage. Suter pleaded guilty and was sen- 
tenced to two years. 

Sherman Meade, an old soldier, was also 
sentenced to serve one year after pleading 
guilty to burning a building belonging to A. G. 
Mitchell. 

Ten Convictions Have Resulted. 

This makes ten convictions from this gang 
without one of the accused being tried, all 
pleading guilty. In addition indictments have 
been returned against William Stevenson and 
John Keller. Stevenson is a wealthy cattle 
buyer, farmer and saloonkeeper, and is charged 
with hiring Meade to burn Mitchell's place. A 
continuance has been granted in this case, but 
it is believed he will plead guilty finally. Keller 
has pleaded “not guilty,” but it is thought that 
he also will change his plea when he comes up 
for trial in October. 

Special Grand Jury Is Sworn Io. 

A special grand jury was impaneled on the 
morning of July 7 for the consideration of 
about a ton of evidence unearthed since the 
last Many of the most important 
cases are to be yet investigated, and much 
excitement and uneasiness exists among the 
people of Williams County. Still other cases 


session. 





will be presented to the regular grand jury in 
October. 

Judge Hubbard of Defiance is presiding at 
this session of the court, while Prosecuting 
Attorney Edward Gandern is ably conducting 
the cases. The fire marshal’s office is repre- 
sented at Bryan by H. H. Hollenbeck, chief 
assistant; H. R. Patchin, deputy, and P. Willis, 
stenographer. 

On July 8 George Huber was received at the 
Ohio penitentiary from Cleveland, O., to serve 
three years for arson. He was sentenced for 
burning a saloon where he had been working, 
but having been discharged. 





PERSONAL ACCIDENT MEN STIRRED UP. 


General Accident Announces It Will Pay 40 
Per Cent for Brokerage Business in 
Chicago. 


Personal accident circles in Chicago are 
likely to be pretty well shaken up over the 
announcement that Meeker & Manger, man- 
agers of the General Accident of Scotland, 
are now able to pay 40 per cent commissions 
to brokers and 30 per cent renewals. Here- 
tofore the firm could only pay 25 per cent, but 
was not able to secure business on account of 
other companies over-bidding them. The Pre- 
ferred made quite a stir in Chicago when it 
opened its salaried oimce under Cashier W. C. 
Powell by paying 33% per cent commissions 
to producers. Meeker & Manger, however, 
have made arrangements whereby they can 
open the field at 40 per cent and they are 
likely to attract considerable business. Other 
companies are pretty well stirred up over this 
action. The North American is said to be 
paying high commissions also. 





BROWN /IAKE€S A CHANGE. 

The Liverpool and London and Globe has 
appointed Grant R. Brown of Denver, special 
agent of the Pennsylvania Fire, as its special 
agent for Montana, Wyoming and Utah, with 
headquarters at Salt Lake City. Mr. Brown 
was formerly Cook County special agent of 
the Pennsylvania. before he was sent to the 
mountain field. F. O’L. Buck, the special 
agent of the Liverpool and London and Globe 
in the mountain field, will confine his atten- 
tion to Colorado and New Mexico. 





LEADING TAX PAYERS IN INDIANA. 

The New York Life has just paid the larg- 
est amount of taxes in Indiana for six months’ 
business ever recorded in that State for a reg- 
ular life company. The amount was $12,- 
381.99. The Prudential has paid $13,000, but 
it has an industrial department. The Home 
Fire of New York has set a similar high mark 
among the fire insurance companies, its taxes 
for the first six months of this year in In- 
diana amounting to $4,300, the largest ever 
paid by a fire company. 





SON OF FATHER OR FATHER OF SON? 

General H. S. Sheldon of Chicago has been 
appointed assistant to President Sudlow of the 
Inter State Life of Indiana. General Sheldon 
is the father-in-law of Colonel Hitchcock of 
the Insurance Field or Colonel Hitchcock is 
the son-in-law of General Sheldon, whichever 
way one chooses to assert the statement. Gen- 
eral Sheldon will begin his life insurance ca- 
reer in Kentucky. He is a top-notcher, a stem- 
winder, swift on his feet and great in his rare 
stories. 





One of the features set forth by the North- 
western National of Milwaukee is the fact 
that the directors of the company own nearly 
one-half of the capital stock, and therefore 
have a large personal interest in the success 
of the company, which guarantees prompt 


and fair dealing to the policyholders. 








Some Summer Stories. | 








Some of the special agents believe in por- 
tents and signs. Their experience guides theiy 
in that direction. Here is a letter written by 
William Columbus Daniel, Ohio special ageni 
of the Northern, to C. T. Deatrick, specia| 
for the Home. The facts are vouched for by 
B. J. Gilmore, Indiana special for the North 
ern: 

“The Royal Exchange, through its Gales 
burg agency, issued policy No. 1390413 on 
the thirteenth day of December for $1,300, 
covering dwelling No. 1048 Jefferson Street, 
Galesburg, Ill., and afterwards paid for the 
privilege of issuing this policy in the shay. 
of a good sized draft. In fact, I am informed 
that it was a total loss. Be that as it may, the 
combination of figures quoted above cannot 
be beaten. The number of.the policy is No. 
1390413. You will notice that the number 
commences with 13 and ends with 13, and that 
the three middle numbers, 9 and 4, are 13. 
The sum insured is $1,300 and the policy is 
dated on the 13th, and the number of the 
dwelling is 1084, which makes 13. If you can 
beat this combination, let me hear from you.” 

Further investigation discloses 13 letters in 
the name of .the company, Royal Exchange, 
and 13 in the name of the location, Gales- 
burg, Ills. 

Mr. Deatrick possibly looks with horror on 
this case. “Pete” is said to observe the nice- 
ties of superstitions. He orders every policy 
canceled that has a “13” in it. If he sees 
the moon over his left shoulder, he runs 
around a buckeye tree twelve times to change 
his luck. 

* * * 
Will Cheer The Horses. 
(From the Daily Dixon Sun.) 
NOTICE. 

We wish for the public to notice that on 
Sundays, it being the day of rest, and our 
horses working hard through the week, that 
on Sundays the fare will be 25 cents. 

Purcetyi’s Hack Line, 
Successor to Ira Compton. 

But few, of course, knew that Manager 
John J. Purcell of the Sun carried on this 
side line at Dixon, Ill. Many were conver- 
sant with the fact that he had joined the hack- 
drivers’ union, but this was but natural as 
he belongs to the Western Union and pat- 
ronizes hacks when he goes on long trips in 
distant cities. Regarding his hack work, Mr. 
Purcell gave out the following statement: 

“I fail to see where the public will be in- 
terested in a purely private line of business. 
In my opinion the papers are too inquisitive, 
and force people to expose personal affairs 
for the cruel public to gaze upon. I become 
so exercised with my daily cares and Mr. 
Kelsey, that I need some recreation, some 
mental and spiritual stimulant. Golf is a 
game for the fastidious. I need a passe- 
temps that will be a solace in my declining 
years and relieve the defatigation of my 
profession. In running a hack line, I find 
that palliative that comforts me. You will 
note in my edict that I use the figure °25. 
That is solely because I am an advocate 0! 
the 25 per cent flat advance. I charge 1”- 
surance men double price.” 

* * * 


A story is going the rounds concerning 
recent small blaze in Youngstown, Ohio. 1“ 
fire occurred in a block one evening and was 
extinguished with but little damage. Ab ut 
noon of the following day the chief oi ‘1° 
fire department approached the owner of oc 
of the stores located in the block in ordei 
ascertain his damage. In answer to the qi 


tion the (proprietor exclaimed, “Damas 
What damage?” “Why, from the fire 
“Fire? Where was it? When? I didi 
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know there had been one.” Information was 
given and in the course of a few days a 
certain mutual company was called upon for 
and paid a “smoke damage” of $150. 

* ¢ *s 

[he western managers of fire insurance com- 
panies are expert golfists and great patrons 
of the game. They all play a hard, fierce 
game. To drive dull care away they have 
tournaments. Some days ago they went to 
the Edgewater links in Chicago. It seems 
these delectable sportsmen gave offense to 
some of the pencil-shovers, for the Inter-Ocean 
has this to say of the tournament: 

Alleged Golf at Edgewater! 

“A group of insurance men took possession 
of the Edgewater Golf club yesterday for the 
alleged purpose of playing the ancient and 
honorable game of Scotland,- but when the 
sum total of their efforts was footed up it 
amounted to about three bushels of chopped 
sod and the general disfigurement of the links. 

“In a most lordly manner some insurance 
agent announced that they wanted nothing 
printed in the papers, this being a time-hon- 
ored method used by obscure people to get 
their names in papers, the idea being, pre- 
sumably, that the reportorial instinct will be 
inflamed into a persevering search for names. 
It was learned, without much difficulty, that a 
man bearing the name of a common kitchen 
garden aromatic herb used in seasoning dress- 
ings for fowls won the match with a score 
something like double bogey. Whether or not 
the name was on the square is hardly worth 
while bothering about, but, anyhow, these in- 
surance men are happy in the belief that they 
were playing golf, because it is considered the 
pastime of our best people. 

“Our best people have no objection to-giv- 
ing publicity to everything in connection with 
the game, in the belief that by making every 
one familiar with this finest of outdoor ex- 
ercises, as well as most interesting game, it 
will secure a greater hold on the people, and 
become as widely disseminated here as it is 
abroad, and it is a laudable ambition. 

“Tt is not surprising that a bunch of tyros 
should object to having their scores printed. 
We should object to wasting that much valu- 
able space. Information of a misleading na- 
ture was conveyed to this paper, it being re- 
ported that a golf match was to be played. 
What transpired could not under any cir- 
cumstances be dubbed a golf match. It was a 
gymkhana over the links. Only one casualty 
is reported. One doughty insurance man nearly 
amputated his big toe with an iron that 
some one had carelessly left in his reach. It 
was learned on excellent authority that there 
is no insurance whatsoever on the Edgewater 
links, so it was a rare opportunity for the sod 
choppers.” 





WILL INSURE AGAINST STRIKES. 

It seems now that the company organized 
at Louisville to insure against strikes will be 
put in operation, with W. C. Nones, president 
of the Kentucky Wagon Works, as attorney 
and manager. The company will be known 
as the Employers Underwriters at the Re- 
ciprocal Exchange. It will be a mutual affair, 
with headquarters at Louisville. A number 
of prominent business houses and concerns 
throughout the country have expressed their 
willingness to enter this company. 





The Scottish American Fire Association, 
the Chicago Lloyds. has sent out a final no- 
tice that all its policies must be returned by 
August 1 to get the unearned premiums, as 
it closes its doors on that date. 


The semi-annual statement of the Phenix 
“ Brooklyn shows assets $7,261,024; reserve, 
$4.176,120; net surplus, $1,722,065. 


—. 











FIELD OR OFFICE WORK. 


WANTED—Field or office work with 
fire company by a man thirty- eight years 
or age with thirteen years’ continuous 
field experience. First-class reference. 
\ddress “State Agent,” care of The West- 

i Underwriter Company, 164 La Salle 
street, Chicago, Til. 








Interesting Bit of History of 
& the Illinois State Board. 











One of the features of the recent meeting 
of the Illinois State Board at Delavan was 
the reading of the minutes of the first annual 
meeting of the State Board, held at Spring- 
field, Ill., May 9 and 10, 1882. The officers 
were J. M. Hosford of Geneseo, Ill., of the 
Home; B. T. Wise of Hannibal, Mo., of the 
Phenix of Brooklyn; secretary and treasurer, 
Robert Zener of Chicago, special agent of the 


Springfield. The executive committee con- 
sisted of O. E. Culbertson of Tolona, of the 
7Etna; J. J. Heider of Burlington, Iowa, of 


the German of Freeport; J. F. Marshall of 
Chicago, of the New York Alliance; T. H. 
Smith of Chicago, of the North British; W. H. 
Taylor of Chicago, of the Hartford; J. L. 
Whitlock of Chicago, of the Glens Falls. 

The other members of the State Board were 
Robert Gray of Flora, Ill., of the American 
Central; W. B. McCord of Chicago, of the 
British America; S. E. Lowe of St. Louis, 
Mo., and A. J. B. Abbey of Chicago, both of 
the Continental; S. S. Frowe of Chicago, of 
the Commercial Union; D. B. Phelps of 
Peoria, Ill., of the Fireman’s Fund and Union 
of California; Rogers Porter of the German 
American; P. W. Plank of Campaign, of the 
Home; E. P. Beach of Springfield, of the 
Howard of New York; J. L. Holden, Chi- 
cago, of the North America and Pennsylvania; 
T. L. Dean, of Indianapolis, of the Manhattan; 
George D. Gould of Moline, of the New York 
Underwriters; W. R. Freeman of Chicago, of 
the Norwich Union; G. J. Hibbard of 
Charleston, of the Orient; J. R. Mason of 
Bloomington, of the Phoenix of Hartford; 
B. B. Dow of Dwight, of the Queen; E. L. 
Allen of Chicago, of the Royal and London 
and Lancashire; J. N. Reynolds of Chicago, 
of the Westchester; George W. Hayes of 
Milwaukee, of the Western of Toronto. These 
were all special agents except J. L. Whitlock, 
who is general agent of the Glens Falls, and 
George W. Hayes, general agent of the West- 
ern. 


There were twenty-seven of these old mem- 


bers at this meeting, and the following new 
members were elected at the meeting: George 


W. Foss, of the Hartford; D. F. Walker, of 
the North Atmerica; J. O. Meyers, of the 


Continental; R. P. Shackleford, of the Phenix 
of New York; L. E. Hildreth, of the Hart- 
ford; A. T. Kinney, of the Phenix of New 
York; J. O. Lee, of the London Assurance; 
A. F. Dean, of the Springfield; Levi Coon, of 
the Providence Washington; George C. Gill, 
of the AZtna; W. H. Mesenkop, of the Fire 
Association; Luke W. Sanborn, of the Ameri- 
can Central; A. Waldron, of the Glens Falls; 
E. F. Chapman, of the Queen; Charles H. 
Barry, of the Phoenix of London, and J. H. 
Frick, of the Farmers of York. 

Of the membership at that time only three 
are now members of the State Board, they 
oveing Robert Gray, who was with the Ameri- 
can Central and still retains his connection; 
L. E. Hildreth, who has remained contin- 
uously with the Hartford, and George C. Gill, 
who is compact manager at Quincy. It will 
be noticed that some of the men now hold 
managerial positions who were then in the 
field or have held such positions. 

The secretary was paid $150 a year for 
his services. At this meeting a committee 
was appointed to learn what Iowa agents 
were cuting rates in Illinois towns and to re- 
port what action was necessary to stop the 


evil. Complaints had been made to district 
committees heretofore, but afterwards they 
were to be made to the secretary. Means 


were taken at the meeting to organize local 








a 





boards in towns where there was no organi- 





zation. The following resolutions were 
adopted at a previous meeting: 
Resolved, That we, as members of this 


association, will use our influence and best 
efforts to promote a general increase in rates. 

Resolved,. That hereafter we will cancel 
any risk written in any of our comnanies, in 
any town having a local board, at less than 
the board rate of such town, after same has 
been brought to the notice of the company. 
And that we will remove our companies from 
any agent representing any companies who 
use the same to cut board rates, either in their 
own town, or any other having a local board, 
unless the offending agent cancels the deviat- 
ing policies. 





TORNADO CAUSED SOFIE HEAVY LOSSES 





Violent Windstorm Strikes Through Illinois 
and Indiana and Brings Many Claims to 
the Insurance Companies. 





The tornado of July 17, which passed 
through the southeastern corner of Whiteside 
county, Ill., traveled Mendota, La 
county, and then in a southeasterly di- 
rection across the southwestern corner of La 
Salle county into Livingston county, con- 
tinuing in a southeasterly direction into New- 


east to 
Salle 


ton county, Ind., it having appeared to have 
lifted somewhat after crossing Livingston 
county until it reached Indiana. Serious 


damage was done in Whiteside and Livings- 
ton counties in Illinois and Newton county, 
Ind. Several building were totally destroyed 
and many small damages are reported all along 
the track of the storm, and quite a few from 
adjoining territory. After reaching Newton 
county, Ind., the storm traveled in a south- 
easterly direction across Indiana with dimin- 
ishing force. Companies having tornado poli- 
report scores of claims. It is thought 
that the aggregate loss is $250,000. Preceding 
the windstorm much damage was done by 
lightning. It will be difficult to distinguish 
between the lightning and windstorm dam- 
ages. 


cies 





COMPANIES MUST PAY MONTANA TAXES 


Decision of the Court in a Test Case Brought 
by the Northwestern Mutual Life 
of Milwaukee. 





The supreme court of Montana has decided 
that insurance companies operating in the 
State are liable for taxes upon the excess of 
premiums received over losses and expenses 
in the county where the agents conduct busi- 
ness. The decision was rendered in the case 
brought against the Northwestern Mutual Life 
as a test suit. 

In its opinion the court says: 

“We are of the opinion that, omitting the 
last sentence, section 681 of the civil code is 
constitutional, has not been repealed, and does 
apply to foreign mutual life insurance com- 
panies doing business in this State. We rec- 
ommend that this cause be remanded with 
directions to the district court to modify the 
judgment in accordance with the views herein 
expressed, and when so modified that it be af- 
firmed.” 

Associate Justice Milburn says: 

“IT am not convinced that the legislature was 
not induced to put the income tax provided 
for in said sections upon the companies in 
consideration of their being made subject to 
no other taxation under the laws in the State, 
except taxes on real estate and the fees im- 
posed by law. I am in doubt, and I think 
reasonably so, as to whether the unconstitu- 
tional sentence was the inducement for the 
taxing of the income or excess of premiums 
received over losses and ordinary expenses, 





ete., having such a doubt, I do not hold the 
statute unconstitutional.” 

The semi-annual statement of the North- 
western National of Milwaukee shows assets 


of $3,366,508, reinsurance reserve of $1,529,- 
548 and net surplus of $1,073,489. 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


SECURITY IS ON THE MOVE. 

The Security Insurance Company of New 
Haven has just increased its capital from 
$300,000 to $400,000, the new stock being 
largely over-subscribed, which indicates the 
confidence investors have in the management 
of the company and its earning power. The 
company now has assets of over $1,400,000 
and net surplus of over $225,000. It is one 
of the flourishing financial institutions of Con- 
necticut, having been organized in 1841, and 
its stock is principally owned in New Haven. 
The directors of the company are largely com- 
posed of officials connected with the several 
National and savings banks of that city, and 
thus the company is assured the old-time New 
England conservative management of its 
financial interests. 

Five years ago the premium receipts of the 
Security rounded out $500,000. This year the 
company will reach the $1,000,000 mark in such 
receipts. It shows that there is a considerable 
activity displayed by the company, and that 
it is a popular one with local agents. <A 
steady increase in premium receipts, coming 
from the character of such business as is 
written by the Security, is evidence of a high 
degree of vitality. 

In the West local agents are particularly 
interested in the company owing to its west- 
ern department at Rockford, Ill., with Charles 
E. Sheldon as general agent. This depart- 
ment was established in 1888 when Mr. Shel- 
don was secretary of the old Rockford. The 
Security has been particularly successful in 
this section of the country. It is recognized 
as a clean-cut, high-grade institution. The 
business of the western department for 1903 
promises to reach at least $500,000 in net 
premiums. The Security writes a general busi- 
ness, including tornado in every State. In IIli- 
nois it conducts a very prosperous farm de- 
partment. 








+ + 
BAKER CLOSING UP THE BUSINESS. 

W. S. Baker is now closing up the affairs 
of the Illinois Fire Underwriters and Cook 
County Lloyds and getting in the policies. It 
is thought that all return premiums will be 
paid. Mr. Baker is personally superintending 
the work. W. H. Langford, who was con- 
nected with this management, according to 
report, does not appear at the office. 

+ ad 
TWO COMPANIES TO ENTER THE WEST. 

The Atlanta-Birmingham Fire will enter 
the northwestern and western States during 
the early part of next year, but will accept 
good surplus business now. 

The Federal of Jersey City will also enter 


the western field. 
++ + 


TAKING THE COINSURANCE CLAUSE. 

The application of the 80 per cent coinsur- 
ance clause to plants in Minnesota carrying 
over $25,000 insurance will tend to decrease 
rates largely in that State this year, as the 
law has just recently gone into effect. Almost 
all the plants are canceling and rewriting, al- 
lowing the co-insurance clause in order to get 
the reduced rate. In Duluth almost all the 
business to which the clause applies has been 
rewritten. A good portion of the business 
in Minneapolis, St. Paul and Superior has 
also been canceled and rewritten. 

~~ a 
ANOTHER CHICAGO CONSOLIDATION. 

The firm of Pellet & Hunter will be dis- 
solved on August 1, R. J. O. Hunter, assisted 
by B. Auerbach, devoting his entire time to 
the general agency of the companies and re- 
tiring from the local business. Clarence S. 
Pellet becomes associated with Stanley Fleet- 





wood in the new firm of Fleetwood & Pel- 
let, being a consolidation of the local firms 
of C. W. Drew & Co. and Pellet & Hunter. 
They will represent the Commercial Union 
of London, Palatine, Commercial Union of 
New York, Commonwealth of New York, 
Traders, German of Freeport, which were the 
companies in the Drew office, together with 
Pellet & Hunter’s companies, which are the 
Mechanics, Lumbermens, and United States 
Fire. They will also have the Employers 
Liability and the A=tna Indemnity for plate 
glass. They will have offices in the old Drew 
headquarters. 

Negotiations have been on hand for some 
time between Mr. Pellet and Mr. Fleetwood 
and the ‘companies regarding the change. 
The firm of Pellet & Hunter is an old one, 
Mr. Pellet’s father having been in partner- 
shop before him with Mr. Hunter for several 
years. The severing of these old ties, there- 
fore, was a matter of considerable moment. 
This is regarded as a fortunate move for all 
concerned. It will conserve the interests of 
the old Drew office and will furnish a larger 
field for Mr. Pellet. He is one of the brightest 
young men in Chicago, having served as 
president of the Chicago Underwriters Asso- 
ciation, and has been actively identified in 
all that pertains to the highest interests of 
the business. He has the entire respect and 
admiration of his associates. Mr. Fleetwood 
has been associated with General Drew for 
many years and now becomes the head of 
the firm. 

pad > 
UNUSUAL CLAUSE IS DESIRED. 

In the last issue was discussed the effort 
on part of a Chicago broker to get an unusual 
clause inserted in a policy in consideration of 
a reduced rate. A mistake was made as to 
the special clause. The correct one is as fol- 
lows: “In consideration of the reduced rate 
at which this policy is written, it is hereby 
made a condition of this policy that no claim 
shall be made thereunder for loss caused by 
fire originating within said building.” The 
rate to be charged in this instance was one- 
half the regular tariff, which, most under- 
writers will agree, in view of a moderately 
small exposure hazard, would be a desirable 
policy for the company to carry. The sub- 
committee of the Chicago Underwriters Asso- 
ciation, to whom was referred this matter, 
are now corresponding with other sections of 
the country to find if similar policies have 
been written. The majority of the committee 
seems to be opposed to this form of policy, be- 
cause it is an innovation, and there is no ex- 
perience to guide in regulation. 

ad ~~ 
FRENCH INSURANCE ON AUTOMOBILES. 

W. C. Wilson, one of the examiners in the 
western office of the Northern, has received 
a letter from the Phenix Insurance Company 
of Paris, France, regarding automobile in- 
surance. This company divides automobiles 
into two classes. The first class includes those 
operated by steam, electricity or compressed 
air, for which it charges 80 cents. Its second 
class comprises automobiles operated by gaso- 
line and petroleum products. It has two rates 
on this class. It charges $1 for machines 
lighted by an electric spark. It charges $1.50 
for machines lighted by other means. On 
automobiles operated by benzine, petroleum or 
gasoline, it will pay no loss where the damage 
is less than $20 per vehicle. The owner of 
the automobile must carry insurance on other 
property with the company. 





The Austin Fire of Austin, Texas, will en- 
ter Illinois and other northern States in Sep- 
tember. The company is collecting additional 
on its capital subscription so as to be able 
to enter any State. 





Yes, we can furnish you with a Special Agents’ 
i | Book, if you say so. Sample pages on re- 
ques 





QHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


RATES THROWN OFF IN FOUR TOWNS. 











Companies Take Drastie Action at Lorain, Chi- 
cago Juncti and Archbold 
Due to Bad Practices. 








Rates have been off in four Ohio towns, and 
unless the agents get together there promises 
to be some lively skirmishing in their midst. 
The most important town where companies 
have taken drastic action is Lorain. The con- 
ditions in Lorain were set forth in this paper 
a few weeks ago in a circular issued by the 
Lorain County Association. Lorain is the 
largest city in the county, and all the agents 
are members of the County Association and 
have been sending their dailies through the 
stamping office. A. H. Babcock, Jr., however, 
has been accused of rebating, and other com- 
panies state they have lost business thereby. 
It seems impossible to get him in line accord- 
ing to the ideas of these companies, and hence 
it was felt best to declare rates open. 

The agents of Lorain had a meeting and 
talked over the matter of rates being thrown 
off. They have several grievances against 
A. H. Babcock for alleged rebating and rate 


cutting. The locals will do all in their power 
to avert a rate’war. They are working to- 
gether, with the exception of Mr. Babcock, 


and will appeal to the Ohio State Association 
of Local Agents to help them out. 

Mr. Babcock objects to the criticism made 
of him, thinking that other conditions in the 
county have brought on the trouble. There 
seems to be some feeling over C. E. Daniels 
being secretary of the County Association, it 
being charged that a local agent should not 
be secretary, as he can use his official posi- 
tion if he so disposed for his personal ends. 
At the annual meeting of the County Associa- 
tion Mr. Daniels was a candidate for re-elec- 
tion for the secretaryship, but Mr. Willard, 
the stamping clerk, was elected. He resigned, 
however, and Mr. Daniels was re-elected. Some 
of the agents desire that Mr. Willard take 
the office for the ensuing year. Mr. Babcock 
states that unless the association makes this 
change in the secretaryship he will be tempted 
to resign from the association. 


At Chicago Junction rates have been de- 
clared off owing to the chronic fight between 
the two leading agents of the town who, it 
is claimed, do not speak to each other. At 
Wauseon similar action has been taken by the 
companies largely on account of the Grisier 
agency. The companies charge this agency 
with rate cutting and general bad practices. 
Other agents claim they have been unable to 
get any business on account of the operations 
of the Grisier office. At Archbold, a town 
near Wauseon, rates have also been declared 
off. It is stated that the Grisier agency in- 
vade this town on rate cutting crusades. 

—_— 

A local agency writes as follows regarding 
Wauseon: 

“We are very much surprised at this action 
by the companies, for the reason at Wauseon 
matters are very harmonious and we are se- 
curing tariff rates on everything in the town 
with the exception of the rates on stocks 
of merchandise in block 5, sheet 3, where 
Mr. Sellers made such radical advances it 
was simply out of the question to secure them. 
However, we have secured a large advanct 
over the old rates. The business in block 5 
on sheet 3, Sanborn’s map, is all solid brick, 
and the block has many good fire walls and 
considered a good block by insurance men 
generally. It is good enough that there are 
many Ohio companies that write in the entire 
block, consisting of about twelve buildings, 
lines as high as $15,000. 

“The rates established by J. W. Cochran 
in August, 1898, on stocks of merchandise in 


this block average on the contents of the 
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twelve brick buildings 98 per cent and 90 per 
cent on buildings. Now under the new tariff 
book of T. B. Sellers, issued in April, 1903, 
the average rate in this same block on con- 
tentS is $1.56 and the building $1.29. Now 
the rate on buildings, we think, can be se- 
cured, or nearly so, and there are a few risks 
in the block that Mr. Sellers’ rate can pe se- 
cured on contents; but there are several dry 
goods and hardware stocks which he has 
rated $1.75, and which, while the old rate was 
$1, were being carried at 80 and 90 cents. 
These people can never be raised to $1.75, as 
one of the largest dry goods firms is in com- 
munication with a Chicago broker, who will 
furnish him reliable insurance at less money. 

“Now as to the condition’ here at Wau- 
seon, the agents are all on the best of terms, 
and all expect to effect an arrangement where- 
by adquate rates shall be secured, and it does 
not matter how much the companies declare 
rates off in Wauseon there will be no slaugh- 
ter and slashing of rates in Wauseon by our 
agents. Wauseon has a good waterworks 
plant and good protection and we do not ex- 
pect to see Wauseon pay any more for her 
insurance than little towns in our county, 
where they have no protection whatever. 
We are willing that she should pay just as 
much for her insurance, although her fire ad- 
vantages are much superior. 

“As to Archbold, the condition there is 
just as it has been for the past ten years. 
There are many risks on which the companies 
are getting tariff rates and there are others 
on which the rate is being cut. The agents 
are not so harmonious at Archbold, and we 
would not be surprised too see a rate war 
at that point, but can see no good judgment 
for companies to make a rate war in a little 
frame town like Archbold.” 





SOME BAD PRACTICES IN CLEVELAND. 


Considerable Outside Insurance Is Being 
Placed—Rebating Is Charged to Some of 
the Well-Known Agents. 


In an interview with several local agents 
of Cleveland, it was learned that there has 
been considerable wildcat and Lloyds insur- 
ance placed there in the last several months. 
Some of it because it is cheaper than the 
other kind, and some because it is difficult to 
secure enough legitimate insurance to cover 
the lines. It is known that there are one or two 
men in Cleveland who make a business of 
placing this kind of insurance. They have 
been repudiated by the reputable agents, and 
that is about all the kind they can handle 
now. The insurance department was notified 
some months ago of the operations of one of 
these men, and at that time a policy of a 
Chicago wildcat concern, containing his name 
as representative, could have been secui¢d, 
but that evidence might not be available just 
now. Nothing was done about the matter at 
the time. 

Another instance is where a firm of agents 
could not secure enough insurance for a large 
plant by almost $100,000. The owners wanted 
insurance of some kind and were willing to 
pay for it. The agents advised them that 
wildcat policies would be little better than 
no insurance at all, but seeing that they were 
determined, consented to look over the poli- 
cies after they were received to see that they 
were in proper form. 

Some agents in Cleveland say they know 
that there is some rebating done, but it is 
carried on in such a way that it is impossible 
to ascertain much about it. The officials of 
the local board, while they may feel sure 








A SUGGESTION. 


_If you need one or more companies to 
fill out your agency, insert a small want 
advertisement in these columns, stating 
just what you want. The price is small, 
compared with the ultimate returns and 
the benefits you will derive from the ad- 
vertising. Rates furnished on application. 

iE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 

Cincinnati-Chicago. 











that there is something wrong in some in- 
stances, say they have not been able to se- 
cure any tangible proof that agents are re- 
bating. It is one of the most difficult mat- 
ters they have to ferret out satisfactorily. 
There has been no rate-cutting of late so far 
as they know, and anything given off the face 
of the premium reported to the companies 
must, in some instances, be sacrificed by the 
agents themselves. It is possible that a few 
of the companies will allow such work as this 
and make good to the agents, but if so in- 
surance men hesitate to name them. 





GRAY GETS SEA & LAKE. 

Adam Gray & Co. at Cincinnati have been 
appointed agents of the Sea & Lake Insur- 
ance Company of Chicago. This company has 
been authorized in the State for some time, 
but heretofore all its business has been writ- 
ten through its agents along the lake at Cleve- 
land and Toledo. It is a marine company, but 
will write small lines on land risks. These 
lines are, however, written on a very con- 
servative basis and the company does not make 
a special play for this class of business. 

+ + 
PHYSCHEING CLUB OUTING. 

The Underwriters Physcheing Club at Cin- 
cinnati will have its first outing of this sea- 
son on Saturday next. The affair will be 
held at Kollman’s, and a fine supper will be 
spread. One of the outings of last season 
was held at this place and the agents are well 
pleased that it has been chosen again. 

ct ~~ 
OHIO FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


Caledonian—Robert H. Clark, Cleveland. 
Citizens, Mo.—Spriggs & Neuhart, Woodsford. 
Continental—W. F. Kirk, Salineville; Will R. 
Lewis, Lebanon; G. D. McIntyre, Orrville. 
Fire Assn.—Geo. W. Thrush, Canal Winchester. 
German Alliance—E, W. Shaner, Zanesville. 
Germania, N. Y.—George A. Richards, Medina. 
Greenwich—Ferrall & Foster, Bucyrus. 
Hanover—Albert C. Close, Sandusky; Ben D. 
Higgins, Sidney. 
Hiome, N. Y.—Streitenberger & Du Bois, Chilli- 
cothe; Ivan E. Reidinger, Alliance. 
Lumbermens—Geo. Franklin, Jr., Newark. 
Mechanics, Phila.—Albert W. Monroe, Galion; 
Geo. Franklin, Jr., Newark. 
Milwaukee Mechanics—Geo. 
Newark. 
ree Union—Mrs, Clara B. Devor, Green- 
le. 


Franklin, Jr., 


vi 
Phenix, Hartford—William Boswell, Cincinnati. 
Providence-Washington—E. C. Norris, Newark; 

Frank W. Arnold, Massillon. 
Queen—Harry W. Witten, 





North Baltimore. 


orcad German—McDonnall & Decker, To- 
edo. 
' ~ ‘ages A. Benner and W. P. Herig, Cleve- 
and. 

Williamsburg City—Mrs. Emma J. Jennings, 
Portsmouth. 


7 anal 
GERMAN HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING. 

The German Fire of Wheeling held its an- 
nual meeting a few days ago and re-elected 
the old board of directors. The company has 
had a prosperous year and will continue 
along the same successful course as it has in 
the past. 

+ + 
CLOSE CALL ON ALOSS. 

An interesting story of a close call is that 
told by Mr. Benjamin Hey of Cincinnati, 
whose shoddy mill plant was totally destroyed 
by fire on the 3d of last May. It seems that 
Mr. Hey carried a large policy on his plant 
in the London Lloyds, which he placed through 
the office of Arthur Kleve, the New York in- 
surance broker. The policy expired at noon 
on the 2d of May, and Mr. Hey had ne- 
glected to order it renewed yntil early in the 
morning of the day of expiration, which was 
done by telegraph. As there is about five 
hours difference between New York and Lon- 
don time, Mr. Kleve’s cablegram ordering the 
renewal of the policy had veen received only 
a few minutes before the closing hours of the 
day, which was on a Saturday. Early on 
Sunday morning, May 3d, the entire plant was 
destroyed and on Monday Mr. Kleve received a 





return cablegram from the home office of the 





company advising that the policy had been 
renewed on Saturday. Immediate adjustment 
of the loss took place and the line of $11,500 
held covered in the London Lloyds was pro- 
portioned in the proofs of loss with nothing 
more than Mr. Kleve’s letter stating that the 
amount was binding. About ten days later the 
policy was delivered to the assured and re- 
turned with proper proofs arranged to Mr. 
Kleve in New York. Mr. Hey received a 
check for the full amount of his loss a few 
days ago. 
ead tt 
ALTNA WINS A VICTORY. 

The A£tna is very much pleased over the 
result of the recent litigation at Toledo. The 
company had been sued by Harry Edwards 
for $1,700, and the jury returned a_ verdict 
for $976.74 on June 26. July 3 Judge Pugsley 
set aside the verdict as against the law and 
evidence. During the case it developed that 
the assured had previously collected insurance 
on the same stock at Buffalo, N. Y. In his 
testimony the plaintiff denied ever having col 
lected any insurance, but it was proven, and 
had 
made out proofs of loss on at least three other 
occasions. 


plaintiff acknowledged as his, that he 





REAL ESTATE AGENTS AT CLEVELAND. 





Question as to Whether These Men Should Be 
Licensed by the State Insurance De- 
partment. 


The question of real estate men placing in- 
surance on the property of their clients and 
receiving a commission for it from agents is 
being agitated in Cleveland. The general rules 
of the Exchange forbid that agents who are 
members shall deal with men or firms doing 
business in this manner, yet it is done in some 
way. Some of the companies which do not 
affiliate with the Exchange also accept business 
in this way, it is said. It is probable that real 
estate dealers who solicit insurance business for 
their clients on property which is in their hands, 
with the intention of securing a commission 
from the agents with which it is placed, vio- 
late the law which requires that every insur- 
ance solicitor must have a license from the 
superintendent of insurance for the company 
in which the business is placed, although it 
may be that the point would have to be tested. 
The department has nothing to do with the 
question as to whether agents handle business 
as a side line or simply get what they can for 
the commission there is in it, or whether they 
spend all their time at it. They must be 
licensed. If it can be made out that a real 
estate man, in placing the business of his 
clients and securing a commission from the 
agent for it is in fact a solicitor, then he is 
liable for violating the statute which requires 
such a solicitor to have @& license. On the 
other hand, if he merely attends to the insur- 
ance business of his client, paying full rates 
to the agent for it, then he is the agent of the 
client and not of the companies with which 
he places the business. 





NEEDS A PHILADELPHIA LAWYER. 

The attorney for the Brilliant Electric Com- 
pany of Cleveland, Ohio, has prepared a form 
which the companies interested have been re- 
quested to insert in their policies. It has been 
requested that some one interpret the clause 
which is as follows: “This insurance does mot 
cover any loss or damage to dynamo or ex- 
citors, lamps, switches, nor motors caused 
by electric current whether artificial or nat- 
ural, meaning hereby, however, to limit such 
loss or damage to what is commonly known 
as short circuiting, it being herein specially 
provided that should said instrument or ma- 
chine be damaged or destroyed by fire either 
caused by electric current, whether artificial 
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or natural, and the same shall be fully cov- 
ered in accordance with the terms of this 
policy, as is provided for other machinery 
herein described.” 
+ ~~ 
M. & M. MUTUAL CHANGE OF METHOD. 

The Merchants and Manufacturers Mutual 
is now writing business on the cash premium 
plan, with a note for five times one annual 
rate to cover contingent liability, There is no 
expectation that any assessments will ever be 
made on these notes. The company charges 
85 per cent of tariff rates, considering the other 
15 per cent as a dividend allowed in advance. 
The levying of a 12 per cent assessment on 
notes last year improved the company’s finan- 
cial condition materially; and with the change 
in the method of doing business, its managers 
and agents look for a period of prosperity. 
There is some criticism of its declaring divi- 
dends before they are earned, and some agents 
under their board obligations are obliged to 
collect premiums at full tariff, leaving it to 
the company to make returns of dividends. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


Harry Gillespie of Dayton sailed for Eu- 
rope July 4 to be gone two months. 


An advance of 1 per cent in rates is threat- 
ened at Chillicothe unless the electric wiring 
there is put in better condition. 


The Ohio Inspection Bureau has issued the 
tariff on Steubenville, Ohio. That for Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., is now in the printer’s hands. 


Fire insurance is booming at Leesburg, and 
the Manchester, Pheenix, Columbia, and 
Cooper seem to be getting the cream of the 
business. 


The local agents at Cincinnati held an out- 
ing last week at New Richmond, from which 
place they went to Coney Island for supper 
in the evening. 


The Ohio Inspection Bureau has issued rate 
hooks for Kenton and Bucyrus, Ohio. The 
bureau has also taken up the work of inspect- 
ing Delaware. 


Ben D. Higgins has recently started a new 
union agency at Sidney and now represents 
the following companies: New York Under- 
writers, Phenix, Hanover, Springfield F. & 
M., and German American. 


The fire marshal of Ohio had a narrow 
escape from some additional work last week. 
there being a slight blaze in the basement of 
the state house. The fire, which occurred 
July 17, broke out in some rubbish and re- 
sulted in a trifling loss. 


The Etna has changed its Morrow agency 
from the office of John E. Holden to that of 
Tesse A. Mount. It is expected that Mr. 
Holden will retire from the insurance business 
in a very short time and his agency will prob- 
ably be purchased by Mr. Mount. 


Emmet M. Baucher of Newark has ad- 
mitted C. C. MeGruder to a nartnership in 
his local agencv. the firm name being Baugher 
& McGruder. The eompanies represented are 
the Pheenix and Notional of Hartford, Michi- 
gan, Detroit, and Preferred Accident. 


Suit was filed against the Ohio Underwrit- 
ers Mutual July 13 by the Union Clothing 
Company. It will be remembered that this 
company was licensed March 26 and had 
subscriptions to the amount of $13,000 in- 
volved in the fire in Columbus, Ohio, April 
26. The company deny liability. The suit 
involves a liability of $5,000. 





TO NAME PROGRAM COMMITTEE. 
President Thomas H. Geer of the National 
Association of Local Fire Agents will soon 
appoint a program committee to lay out the 
work for the Hartford convention, October 
21-23. A number of men are in mind for 
talks and papers. 





The Mechanics and Traders has _ been 
licensed to transact business in Missouri. 
William G. Berg is St. Louis agent for the 
company. 





UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


INSPECTOR WEST ON THE NEW RATES. 








Conditions in Michigan Are Peculiar Owing to 
the Decreases Secured Under the Camp- 
bell Administration. 





Although the third district of Michigan, 
which includes Grand Rapids, is from 50 to 
75 per cent larger than any other district of 
the State, Inspector B. D. West states that 
the new schedules have been applied through- 
out that territory. The work has started 
in Grand Rapids even before the bureau had 
received official sanction. 

While Commissioner Campbell held the reins 
at Lansing the companies agreed to a flat con- 
cession of 15 cents on all-brick mercantile 
buildings. Then this was so highly satisfac- 
tory to the commissioner that he held the 
companies up again, this time to the tune of 
10 per cent off on all risks. 

Now the average advance in rates under 
the new schedules on brick mercantiles and 
leading stocks contained has been 35 per cent, 
figured from the point when the companies 
abrogated the 10 per cent treaty. 

“There is a very strong anti-compact law 
in Michigan,” says Mr. West, “and you can’t 
always drive things at the crack of a slave- 
driver’s whip. The bureau’s rates are ad- 
visory only and we have no legal right to put 
a straw in the way of a man’s getting as 
favorable rates as possible. Some union men 
seem to think that the bureau is for them 
exclusively, but that is not so. We must be 
independent and fair to all, even though try- 
ing to work in harmony with the union agents 
as much as we can.” 

Mr. West says that many new fire hazards 
are creeping into his district. Cereal food 
plants, which are a sort of bakery and flour 
mill combined, are springing up all over, and 
recent fires have shown that they are not 
first-class risks. Many canning factories are 
being started. Then there is the fruitful 
source of fires, namely, electric wires, which 
are run in everywhere, and are made to do 
almost everything. 





TELEGRAPH SYSTEM IN BAD SHAPE. 

Fire Marshal Lemoin of Grand Rapids has 
reported to the board of commissioners that 
the police and fire telegraph systems of the 
city are in bad shape through frequent ex- 
tensions. He recommends that the matter 
be attended to at once, also that a 100-drop 
switchboard be installed at No. 4 engine 
house, operating for both police and fire de- 


partments. 
+ 7 


MICHIGAN FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


American, Pa.—G. R. Curtiss, South Haven. 

Continental—W. J. Duncan, Stephenson. 

Cooper, O.—J. S. Doherty & Bro., Escanaba; 
Mrs. J. H. R. MeVicor, Ypsilanti. 

German, Ill.—O. Le Roy Doane, Muskegon. 

German American—P. M, Voorhies, Plymouth. 

Girard, Pa.—W. J. Holman, Calumet. 

German, I1l1.—C. A. Dolph, Northville. 

Liverpool & London & Globe, N. Y.—O. H. Fox, 
Battle Creek. 
Liverpool & London & Globe, Eng.—P. W. Voor- 
hies, Plymouth; Wm. M. Elliot, West Bay City. 
National, Conn.—Stanley Sackett, Gobleville. 
Northern, Eng.—F. W. Lyle, Dowagiac; W. M. 
Elliot, West Bay City. 

Pennsylvania—G. W. Clark, Bad Axe, Smith 
Bros., Caro; G. A. Dennison, Milan; John Davis, 
Monroe; C. A. Burr, Rochester. 








ea -* 
MICHIGAN IS IN GOOD SHAPE. 

Michigan seems to be in an excellent con- 
dition from an insurance standpoint. Schedule 
rating is making fairly good progress and the 
Michigan Inspection Bureau now has quite a 
number of towns almost completed and books 
ready to be issued. Recently the losses have 
not been as heavy as during the first two 
months of the year and most of the companies 
are making an increase in premium receipts. 
The 25 per cent advance is still in effect so 
that a natural increase will follow. It is hinted 





that the advance may be declared off in a 
short time. There seems to be a general air 
of prosperity throughout the field. 
+> + 
RATES GO UP AT FLINT. 

The new rate book for Flint has been re- 
ceived and the advance in rates is very notice- 
able. The agents say that the increase on 
mercantile buildings and stocks is a little too 
high, when the fact is considered that the 
losses the companies have suffered on this 
class of risks have been very small for some 
time past. Outside of the losses on the man- 
ufacturing plants, the city has a good clean 
record, and the agents say that the loss ratio 
on mercantile buildings does not warrant such 
a drastic advance. It is said that the agent 
for the Northwestern National, although a 
member of the board, has taken advantage of 
the conditions, and is profiting thereby. 

nH ~ 


SAWMILL BUSINESS IN MICHIGAN. 

While here and there in Michigan the saw- 
mill business is on the wane, and special agents 
are scrutinizing very carefully the old mills, 
yet at different points new mills of modern 
build are being constructed at great cost. 
This would seem to indicate that the sawmill 
business in sections of Michigan will be a live 
industry for many years to come. These new 
mills are eagerly sought by companies and 
counted a good class of business. 

Bad ad 
AMERICAN AND SECURITY IN MICHIGAN. 

The American of New Jersey and Security 
of New Haven are said to be two companies 
that are rapidly branching out in Michigan and 
appointing many new agents. The companies 
have stood for good practices in the Michigan 
field and have co-operated whenever they were 
solicited to do so. They are getting planted 
in many of the small towns and thus seeking 
the cream of the business. 

+ - 
A MICHIGAN CLASSIC. 

Some misguided field man sends in the fol- 
lowing as representative of the poetic frenzy 
of Michigan: 

(With apologies to Ella.) 
It’s all very well to be happy 

When the premiums roll in like a song, 
But the Special worth while is he who can 

smile 

With his loss sheet a half-a-mile long. 
For the test of one’s nerve is losses, 

Where the figures stand out so bold; 

Then the smile that is worth the praise of the 
world 

Is the smile when your feet are cold. 

Saal Sa 
OUTSIDE FACTORS IN DETROIT. 

While board agents at Detroit have the 
situation pretty well in hand, yet the Germania 
is making rapid inroads on the other com- 
panies through its salaried office, managed by 
the Guthards. Report has it that the company 
wrote $60,000 of business in Detroit last year, 
which is a remarkable showing. The Ger- 
mania is aggressive in Detroit, paying com- 
mission to anyone that will bring it business. 
The Glens Falls is outside of the club, but is 
not nearly so important a factor as the Ger- 


mania. 
+t aw 


OVER-INSURANCE IS A MENACE. 

Over-insurance is a menace.- It is not safe. 
It is contrary to good morals. It promotes 
the stultification of conscience. To the average 
individual it increases the period of disability 
and effectually mollifies any compunctions of 
conscience. It operates substantially the same 
in sickness and accident as in fire insurance. 
The hazard is much greater. Recovery from 


accident is much slower and in case of sickness 
remaining in the house is no longer a burden 
and oppression, but a positive delight. In in- 
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suring against loss of time the same fractional 
element should be considered as in insuring 
against loss by fire—National Leaflet. 
+ + 
DETROIT AND ITS RATING. 

The Michigan Inspection Bureau has been 
scheduling the various classes of risks in De- 
troit as fast as can be done with so great a 
task.. Some protests have been made by vari- 
ous agents. on account of the delay in getting 
the rates out. While rates are generally sat- 
isfactory they have been criticised in some 
parts, especially those on frame buildings oc- 
cupied for mercantile purposes below and 
dwellings above. Board agents find difficulty 
in securing the renewal of these risks. As a 
consequence the non-board companies are said 
to be reaping something of a harvest. 

~- | or 
WILL PROBABLY MEET AT OTTAWA. 

The Michigan Association of Local Agents 
will likely hold its annual meeting this sum- 
mer in Ottawa Beach, probably in August. 
Its affairs are in good shape. 

os ~ 

NON-BOARD AND SURPLUS LINE COMPANIES. 

Within the past two months the Globe and 
Rutgers of New York and the Security of 
Baltimore have been admitted to Michigan. 
E. R. Chandler, sometime since expelled from 
the Detroit Club, is representing them, besides 
the Western of Pittsburg, and the United 
States of New York. The Globe & Rutgers 
company is soliciting lumber lines throughout 
the State, on which, it is said, it will write 

20,000 on any individual line. Up to the 
present time these companies have shown no 
special activity in cutting rates. It is also 
said that the Chandler agency expects the 
addition of several other companies. 

Wildcat Lloyds already organized and in 
process of organization are circularizing Mich- 
igan agents for business. It is generally un- 
derstood that they have met with little success 
up to the present time. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


Clark and Ainger of Detroit have secured 
the agency of the Newark Fire. 


One of the first moves of the new fire com- 
mission at Port Huron will be the purchase 
oi a steam engine. 


Boyne Falls has ordered.a $1,600 gasoline 
fire engine and 1,000 feet of hose for protec- 
tion of the village. 


A number of incendiary fires at Munising 
has aroused the village authorities to offer a 
reward of $100 for the arrest and conviction 
of the guilty party. 


_It is claimed for Grand Rapids that the 
city has more sprinkled factories than Detroit, 
and more than all the rest of the State outside 
ot Detroit. 


_Fire has destroyed the waterworks plant at 
Farwell and the town is without fire protec- 
tion. The plant cost $13,0co and the village 
had just paid the last bond. 


lheodore D. Hall of Negaunee, deputy in- 
spector of the Michigan bureau, has been mak- 
ing an examination of the fire fighting facili- 
ties at Hancock, and is satisfied that the city 
will be entitled to lower rates when the pro- 
posed improvements are made to the water 
system. The water supply at present is in- 
adequate. 








Agents’ Comparative Record 


Designed for keeping a complete record 
of the business of the Agency. Shows 
gross premiums, return premiums, net 
Premiums, expenses, postage, commis- 
sions and balance due each company in 
the Agency each month during the year. 
Sample pages sent on application. 
Tue Western UNverwriter Co. 
413 Vine St. 164 La Salle St. 
CINCINNATI. CHICAGO. 














STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


BUSINESS MEN OBJECTING TO RATIS, 











Several Complaints Are Coming from Cham- 
paign—Retail Merchants’ Asssociation Has 
Appointed a Committee to Investigate. 





Affairs at Champaign are still in an un- 
satisfactory state on account of some agents 
writing at rates below the tariff. Considerable 
trouble is manifested over the placing of the 
Robeson department store. It is stated that 
there are cut rate policies on this risk. There 
may be some difficulty in getting the tariff on 
the cold storage plant in that city. Local 
agents who are instructed to live up to the 
tariff are endeavoring to straighten affairs out, 
ii possible, so that all companies will be on 
the same footing. 

The Retail Merchants’ Association of Cham- 
paign has appointed a committee to look into 
the question of insurance rates. They claim 
that they are too high under the new tariff 
and that they will not pay the rate. The 
committee consists of business men and they 
will appear before the local board to see what 
can be done. They claim they will organize a 
mutual unless they can get more concessions. 





MAY ERECT NEW BUILDING. 

The Rockford papers throw out the im- 
pression that unless more room can be se- 
cured in the Brown building for the western 
department of the American of Newark the 
company may decide to erect an office building 
in the city. Manager Sheldon seems to be 
cramped for space in his present quarters. 

+ + 
METROPOLIS IS IN GOOD SHAPE. 

The situation at Metropolis is quite satis- 
factory, although the town has not yet been 
rerated. There are several special hazards 
in the town that so far have been held at the 
tariff rate. The largest agency in Metropolis 
is Curtis & Stewart Bros., who control a large 
part of the They have a union 
agency of nineteen companies. J. L. Elliott 
& Co., who bought out the Willis agency, do 
not belong to the local board and represent 
non-union companies. However, they are not 


given to rate-cutting to any great extent. 
+ + 


business. 


COMPLAIN OF THE SMITH AGENCY. 

Some complaint is being made against the 
agency of W. B. Smith at Monticello as to 
his not sending his dailies through the stamp- 
ing secretary. Mr. Smith has a good business 
and his companies think that other agents are 
jealous of his achievements. An attempt, 
however, will be made to get him in line. 

+ Bad 
PECULIAR LOSS AT PEORIA. 

A skylight in the ceiling of a millinery store 
at Peoria, Ill., concentrated the sun’s rays and 
set fire to some paper beneath the skylight to 
exclude the light. The burning paper fell on 
goods below and the loss figured up several 
hundred dollars. 

De] + 
CIMISCALCULATED ITS REINSURANCE RESERVE. 

The Retail Merchants Mutual Fire Insur 
ance Company of Springfield made a serious 
mistake two or three years previous to Jan- 
uary I, 1903, in computing its reinsurance 
reserves. The insurance department called 
attention to the fact, and hence in its present 
statement it has its reserve marked up about 
$5,000, although it has no more insurance in 
force than formerly. 





William Schutt of Duluth has sold his 
agency to Alexander Macrae, who has been 
connected with the Manley-McLennan office. 











WITH THE INDIANA AGENTS. 





PREMIUMS AND LOSSES IN INDIANA. 
The following are the premiums and losses 
in Indiana for six months: 





Premiums. Losses. 
Buffalo German $ 13,268 $ 61: 
Citizens, Mo, ... 28,491 
CRORE 05056000 000020008 15,870 
eS OT 5,041 
Dees Ie GP Eb cecccoces 8,431 
Dn Ty ¢200easeeene 10,903 
German, Freeport ......... 56,887 
Geren, POSTER «cccesccsces 12,365 
DG anrcrveaesrenan dee 30,730 
Home, N. Y. 218,410 


Milwaukee 5,545 





Michigan F. & M. .....4... 7,247 
New Hampshire ........... 18,403 
WOOWOEE cccccecccsncsecesse 3,462 
EEE? ccccredncueenss 17,012 
DOUOSEER cccscecccescccesce 7,378 
COTENROEE ccc nvcccsccesese 63,620 
Rochester German ......... 21,77 

Phoenix, Hartford ......... 61,177 
RR eee 27,005 
Pramkiin, PO. .cccccccscese 17,403 
PE «06a 600s 608640068 975 

+ ~~ 


INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Caledonian—Citizens 


Loan & Trust Company, 
Bloomington. 


Detroit F. & M.—O. A. Tarbell, South Bend; 
Lawrence M. Bauer, Fort Wayne. 
German, Freeport—Liston & Hazelrigg, Sulli- 


van; Geo. A. Bright, Washington. 

German Alliance—F. F. Lee & Co., Indianapo 
lis; Walter J. Dixon, Kokomo. 

Greenwich—K. J. Nauer & Son, Fort Wayne. 

Home, N. Y.—Frederick W. Orthieb, Fort 
Wayne, 

National Union, Pa.—F. D. De Poy, Frankfort ; 
W. J. Rosebery, Lafayette; Edward J, Eder, Ham- 
mond; Peter A. Marquart, Valparaiso. 

Palatine—Emmet J. Sutton, Crawfordsville. 

Phenix London—Charles H. Gear, Carthage. 

Prussian National—Geo. K. Gwartney, Corydon. 

Queen—F. William White, Argos; Jeffrey & 
Morgan, Chesterton; Roland F. Thomas, Pendle- 
ton; Winfield C. Snyder, Salem. ee 

Royal—M. S. Hastings, Washington. 

Traders—C. H. Dodd, Bloomington. 

+ ++ 


INCENDIARIES AT TERRE HAUTE. 
Incendiaries have been at 
Haute, Ind., with special against 
livery stables. Six fires in one 
night. In one livery barn fire, last Saturday 
night, twenty-one horses were burned. 
police now patrol the city at night. The arson 


is supposed to be the work of a lunatic. 
+ + 


work in Terre 
designs 


were started 


Special 


CONTEST OVER A CHURCH LOSS. 

A Delaware county, Indiana, circuit court jury 
had to decide whether the Home of New York 
owed $600 insurance on a church a Cadiz. The 
side of the church caved in during a storm. 
The trustees claimed it was struck by lightn- 
ing. The company said the wind blew the 
side in. The policy covered damage by fire 
and lightning. The lightning did not burn 
any part of the church, neither did the wind 
blow down any other building in the little 
town. 

+ +t 
STRIKE CONDITIONS AT BEDFORD. 

Special agents are watching the outcome of 
the strike at Bedford in the stone mills, which 
has been in for several months. 
There are about 2,500 employes in these mills 
who struck for shorter hours. No adjustment 
has yet been reached, but the companies do 


operation 


not believe there is any danger as yet from the 
conditions. 





INDIANA NOTES. 
The Indianapolis Fire has declared its semi- 
annual dividend of 3 per cent. 


The Indiana State Board is taking a two 
months’ vacation in that it will hold only 
monthly meetings in July and August, instead 
of weekly meetings. The latter will be re- 
sumed beginning the first Monday in Sep- 
tember. 


F. T. Lee & Co., the new Indianapolis firm, 
have been given the agency of the German 
Alliance and a district agency of the State 


Life. It has also the Philadelphia Underwrit- 
ers. Fielding T. Lee was a well-known In- 
dianap~:is business man, and N. H. Richard- 


son, th: “Co.,” was connected with the Rich- 
ardson agency for fourteen years. 
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FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


THREE TOWNS WILL BE ADJUSTED. 








Wisconsin Field Club Will Settle Difficulties at 
Beloit, Wausau and De Pere at an 
Early Date. 





At the recent meeting of the Wisconsin 
Field Club the situation at Wausau, Beloit and 
De Pere was discussed. The agents at Wau- 
sau first adopted advisory rates and later re- 
fused to acknowledge them. The agents feel 
that they should have as good rates as any 
first-class town in southern Wisconsin. A 
committee will be sent there to straighten af- 
fairs out. At Beloit the agents have refused 
to take any action and would not receive an 
advisory rater. However, it is thought that 
this matter can be straightened out satisfac- 
torily. At De Pere the situation is not at all 
satisfactory, the onus being placed on the 
White and Parker agencies. A committee vis- 
ited De Pere last week and got the agents in 
line, so it is thought all will go well there now. 





SALARIED SECRETARYSHIP DISCUSSED. 

The Wisconsin Field club has discussed, to 
some extent, the advisability of having a sal- 
aried secretary to look after the affairs of the 
club. It is thought, however, that it would 
not be advisable at the present time to take this 
matter up. 

~~ - 
WATER PRESSURE AT APPLETON. 

Insurance men are criticising the water 
pressure at Appleton. The waterworks are 
owned by a private corporation and the city 
has been endeavoring to get control for some 
time, although the corporation puts a high 
price on its property. The city refused to 
renew the franchise. The pressure is said 
to be very low on the higher portions of the 
town, it being impossible to get water at times 
in the upper stories of the hotels. In case 
of fire the low pressure might be the cause 
of lack of water. 

at ~ 


WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Aachen & Munich—Delorama P. Rockwood, 
Tomah; Clarence Hill, Port Washington. 

American, Boston B. Robinson, Ke- 
nosha; John M. Kehlor, Kenosha. 

American, Newark—R. D. Smith, Bangor; 8S. W. 
Brown, Wilton; Joseph Longbothem, Cuba City; 
W. L. Taylor, Lancaster. 

Commercial Union, England—Walter B. Guein- 
zius, Arthur W. Joannes, Green Bay. 

Connecticut—Fred D. Arnold and John B. 
Grieves, Jr., Park Falls; Mathias J. Simanek, 
Kewaunee. 

Detroit F. & M.—Miss Johanna M. Batz, Sun 
Prairie; George G. Wright, Monroe. 

Germania—Henry Schloegel, Milwaukee. 

Hartford—Thomas F. Reynolds, Oconto Falls; 
George Crawford, Gillett. 

State, Illinois—James H. and Joseph V. Burns, 
Janesville. 

Indemnity—Joseph F. Dolliver and Walter A. 
Grota, Berlin. 

Lafayette—Eugene A. Zundel, Sheboygan. 

Mechanics—Henry B. Robinson and John M. 
Kehlor, Kenosha. 

Milwaukee—Charles W. Rehfeld, Horicon. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—William Schmidt, Col- 
lins; John F. Koeck, St. Nazians; W. F. Meyer, 
Clark's Mills; Sam Jansch, Forest Junction; Will- 
lam Schmidler, Hilbert; W. N. Killen, Cato; J. P. 
Watt, Maple Grove. 

National Union—Christopher Vickers, Blanch- 
ardville; E. H. Palmer, Antigo. 

New Hampshire—Mic Adams, Columbus; Lucius 
E. Everson, Columbus; J. H. Goodrich, Delavan. 

Northwestern National—F. C. Wilson, Milwau- 
kee; Thomas Patefield, Mifflin. 

North River—Louis Auer, Joseph Fehrer, Jr., 
Frank J. Meyer, Edward Porth, Milwaukee. 

Norwich Union, England—Joseph F. Dolliver 
and Walter A. Grota, Berlin; Albert J. Hemmy, 
Hartford; Henry Dehde, Princeton: William L, 
Roberts, Wautoma; John W. Froehlich, Toma- 
hawk. 

Thuringia—Erwin E. Williams, Beaver Dam. 

United States—Hugo Weifenbach, James I. 
Toner, Kaukauna; Henry B. Robinson and John 
M. Kehlor, Kaukauna. 


~~ ~ 








NOT MUCH FIRE DEVELOPED. 
The annual meeting of the Wisconsin Field 
club did not develop as much fire as was ex- 
pected. Owing to the feeling of some of the 


members of the club toward the governing 
committee, resignations were threatened and 
it was thought that the club might be seriously 
shaken. The old members of the executive 
committee were considerably aggrieved and 
there was a good deal of talk before the 
meeting as to what course to take. The mem- 
bers quieted down and the club will go on as 
heretofore. 
Saad ~~ 
CANCELING OFF IDLE MILLS. 

Some of the companies are canceling off 
the idle flour mills at West Superior that 
have been out of commission for some time. 
They are mostly sprinkled, however, and be- 
long to the Crosby combination. 

oe 7 
CALHOUN GOES WITH THE HOME. 

William B. Calhoun, who has been in the 
Loyal Durand agency in Milwaukee, becomes 
assistant in the Wisconsin field to Special 
Agent Rademacher. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


Nelson and Hinchceliff get the Royal Ex- 
change at Racine, Wis. 


Following the two fires of the American 
Malting Company at Milwaukee, several com- 
panies are declining to write lines on that 
business or are cutting down lines. Agents 
are having some difficulty in placing the bus- 
iness. 


The State of Wisconsin is to carry its own 
fire insurance in accordance with a law passed 
by the last legislature. The new law creates 
a state insurance fund, which is to be credited 
with 60 per cent of the average premiums 
that would be charged by a responsible com- 
pany. 





READJUST LINES ON ORE DOCKS 

Following the burning of the Ashland ore 
docks in Wisconsin almost all companies will 
revise their lines on that class of property. 
It was thought that these docks were not sus- 
ceptible to much loss and hence large lines 
were taken at a low rate, averaging 50 cents. 
The fire at Ashland demonstrated that these 
docks would burn with rapidity when once 
started and that even with the fine facilities 
for getting water fire could make great rav- 
ages. Rates have been increased to about $1 
and $1.25. 





NET INCOME FROM INVESTTIENTS. 


The fire insurance companies realizing more 
than $100,000 as net income from investments 
during 1902 are as follows: Aétna, $513,658; 
American Central, $126,780; American, N. 
$151,575; Commercial Union, Eng., $100,300; 
Connecticut, $164,576; Continental, $447,176; 
Fire Association, $230,826; Firemans Fund, 
$186,669; Firemens, N. J., $123,703; Franklin, 
Pa., $111,575; German of Freeport, $156,936; 
German American, $381,246; Germana, $181,- 
055; Glens Falls, $173,043; Hanover, $101,- 
888; Hartford, $376,056; Home of N. Y., 
$578,810 ; Insurance Company of North Amer- 
ica, $344,854; Liverpool and London and 
Globe, $345,196; National of Hartford, $211,- 
114; New Hampshire, $138,908; Niagara, 
$105,309; North British & Mercantile, $163,- 
431; Northwestern National, $123,000; Penn- 
sylvania, $218,557; Phenix of Brooklyn, $183,- 
669; Phcenix of Hartford, $280,736; Queen, 
$167,258 Royal, $227,674; St. Paul, $132,801; 
Scottish Union & National, $135,032; Spring- 
field, $195,722; Traders, $102,779. 

It will be seen from this that the three lead- 
ing companies, from this standpoint, are the 
Home, A=tna and Continental. 





The Missouri insurance department has up to 
date licensed 186 brokers to transact brokerage 
in Missouri. 


Monroe Fulkerson, a Chicago attorney mak- 
ing insurance a specialty, has been made fire 
inspector of that city. 


W. G. Baird, of the Baird & Eton agency 
of Kansas City, Mo., died at Eureka Springs, 





Ark., a few days ago. 





LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES. 


MISSOURI’S NEW RULING AS TO NOTES. 











Action of the Superintendent of Insurance Is 
Causing Much Stir in Regard to the 
Practice. 





The ruling of Superintendent Yates of the 
Missouri insurance department that notes 
given for the first payment on life insurance 
policies should be made in favor of the com- 
pany instead of the agent is causing a great 
deal of comment and some stir among the 
agents of the State, particularly in St. Louis. 
The ruling was made several years ago by the 
Missouri department and Superintendent 
Yates is trying to enforce it. 

It may be said in justice to Mr. Yates that his 
determination to enforce this rule was taken 
only after numerous complaints had come to 
his department by citizens of the State who 
had been victimized by designing agents. This 
class of agents would go into a town, take 
applications for insurance from parties con- 
cerning whom the agent could be morally 
certain there would be some doubt of the com- 
panies’ acceptance, and with the application 
the agent would take the note of the ap- 
plicant for the first premium. The company 
would reject the application, but in the mean- 
while the agent had taken the note to the 
bank to discount it, leaving the applicant to 
pay for something he had never received. 

Of course the ruling will bring much dis- 
cussion, and if enforced will cause a great 
change in the manner of soliciting life insur 
ance in Missouri. As the business in Missouri 
now is, notes are taken for most of the appli- 
cations of insurance. There is not the slight- 
est doubt but that every responsible and repu- 
table agent will stand by Superintendent Yates 
in any effort he makes to protect the citizens 
of Missouri from irresponsible agents, but as it 
now stands the ruling will undoubtedly work 
a hardship upon the agents. 

It is shown that only a few companies per- 
mit notes to be taken for the first premium, 
and now so far as known only one company 
transacting business in Missouri allows notes 
to be taken for first premium, all the rest of 
the companies proceed upon the theory that the 
selling of insurance is the agent’s business, 
and when done on a note basis is a personal 
and private business transaction. The agents 
hold that the insurance superintendent in the 
enforcement of this rule will greatly infringe 
upon a man’s constitutional rights, viz, the 
right to make contracts. The superintendent 
holds that he has the right to revoke an 
agent’s certificate of authority to transact bus- 
iness, and he has also the right to revoke a 
company’s license if fraudulent practices are 
shown. The agents, on the other hand, argue 
that if all notes made payable to agents were 
fraudulently secured, then the superintendent 
would be right in enforcing his ruling and 
would have the right to revoke licenses, but, as 
a matter of fact, that only comparatively few 
of such cases have been shown, and hence, 
they say, that the superintendent is a_ littl 
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hasty in the matter. What position the com- 
panies transacting business in Missouri will 
take in regard to such a ruling is awaited with 
some degree of interest. It can be readily 
scen that the enforcement of the ruling will 
be a tremendous task, and it is supposed that 
Superintendent Yates in his ruling is merely 
striking at irresponsible agents who are given 
to fraudulent transactions, and wishes to pro- 
tect innocent citizens and to clear the at- 
mosphere. 





INSURANCE COMPANIES ALLEGE FRAUD 





Suits Are Brought in Missouri in Which It Is 
Charged a Consumptive Was Used in 
Transactions. 





In the suits brought by the Fidelity Mu- 
tual, Northwestern National Life, American 
Central Life, Union Life and Hartford Life 
versus Paul Riggs and Eugene DeHart, ex- 
ecutors of the estate of Eber Roloson, who 
recently died in De Kalb county, Missouri, a 
scheme to defraud the life insurance companies 
is alleged. The case is brought in the St. 
Louis Federal Court of Appeals. 

Mr. Roloson died after only having insured 
his life a year or so previous for large 
amounts. The suits on the policies held by 
the above companies aggregate $25,000. The 
transcript states that in January, 1901, Eber 
B. Roloson, who was said to be in an ad- 
vanced state of consumption, applied for life 
insurance. He is said to have been assisted 
in the negotiations by H. J. Roloson and 
J. M. Osborne. An insurance agent assisted 
them in securing the insurance. In its peti- 
tion the Fidelity Mutual Life alleges that an 
unknown person but purporting to be Eber 
Roloson made application for insurance, and 
the company was furnished with blanks signed 
by Roloson, and that said application was 
examined by Dr. J. M. Erown of Maryville, 
Mo., and pronounced a good risk. On the 
strength of this assertion the policy was is- 
sued. In some of the other cases it is alleged 
that the examination of the application was 
made by Dr. L. E. Lee of Weatherby, Mo. 
Roloson lived on a farm near the last named 
place, where he died, January 28, 1903. 

The insurance companies first brought suit 
in the United States Circuit Court at St. 
Joseph to have the defendants restrained from 
prosecuting any suit against the companies 
to compel the companies to pay the insurance. 


Judge Phillips issued a temporary re- 
straining order and from this_ order 
the defendants appeal to a __ higher 


court. Suits have been instituted against 
the Old Wayne Life and the Modern 
Brotherhood of America by the heirs to re- 
cover for policies held by Roloson in those 
associations. The outcome of this case will 
be watched with a great deal of interest, as 
some very technical as well as unusual legal 
points on life insurance are involved. Of 
course it rests with the companies to prove 
their allegations, and it is supposed that the 
heirs will appeal to the Missouri State courts 
for legal redress and recovery of the amount. 
The fuil amount of the insurance carried by 
Roloson was $45,000. Roloson was a prom- 
inent farmer in De Kalb county, Missouri. 





NEW YORK LIFE AND URAGUAY SUITS. 
The New York Life has gotten in some 
trouble in Uraguay in which a Montevideo 
court requests the seizure of the funds of the 


New York Life to pay $1,250,000 damages 
awarded to C. Castro. The local judge has is- 
sued a bankrupt decree against the company 
and has appointed a receiver for its prop- 
erties. The seizure of the properties has 
been postponed under an arrangement with 
4 counsel for the receiver. The United States 


Minister has requested a revision of the court’s 
decision which was brought by Castro because 








the company’s lawyer prosecuted him on the 
charge of insuring hopelessly ill persons to 
collect the claims after death. The insurance 
company alleges that its lawyer was not au- 
thorized to proceed against Castro and that he 
acted on his own judgment. 

The Standard says: “As the result of the 
petition to Secretary of Commerce Cortelyou, 
made by the New York Life, the “United 
States has protested to the Uraguayan govern- 
ment against the methods uséd in connection 
with the notorious damage suits of Casimire 
Castro. As a result of this vigorous action it 
is expected that the proceedings will be an- 
nulled, and the award of the special tribunal 
thrown aside. Castro has lost one of his 
claim suits tried before a court at Buenos 
Ayres.” 

er Sad 
PREMIUMS AND LOSSES IN INDIANA. 

The following shows the premiums and 

lossses for the six months in Indiana: 


Premiums. Losses. 
I csi 3d wv naar --$ 14,107 $ 1,727 
Didetity Mutual 2... oc cccccs 20,702 3,000 
DR dak cued ehapeees Khnen 18,678 5,000 
Life Ins. Co. of Va. ...... 8,798 8,717 
New England Mutual ...... 106,863 20,038 
kaa 513,389 100,656 
Northwestern Life & Savings 1,087 eae ere 
Northwestern National ..... 3,623 1,800 
SE CED Was aciae 00-6.0-0% 3,950 1,000 
PD stesbndascenceces 18,159 6,075 
Michigan Mutual .......... 33,290 12,457 
Mutual of —— swe es siaes 1,17 0 6:086.62 
he RS are 43,544 1,000 
EE 0nésestine dw eeee-ee 2,159 1,000 
Pee EE svasaewesanas 74,853 12,030 
Provident Life & + Trust.... 33,183 316 
Security Mutual ........... 6,934 sbwlekte 
+ +e 
LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 
OHIO. 
itna—A. C. Close, Sandusky; C. B. Kenty, 


Lisbon; E. R. Voorhees, Gibsonburg ; Kountz, Steig 

& Co. and Graham B. Lownsbury, Toledo; Henry 

N. Staats and C. C. Downs, Cleveland. 
Berkshire—J. F. Meyer, Cleveland; Clyde D. 


Geach, Chicago. 
Bankers—C. T. Smith and W. E. Miles, Cleve- 





land; M. J. Alten, Lorain; J. M. Taggart, Massil- 
lon. 

Federal—J. D. Deafenbaugh, Bellaire; J. N. 
Pugh, Newark. 

Fidelity—John H. Henke, New Bremen. 

Mutual, N. Y.—H. F. Vallance, Aberdeen; Miss 
Frances Ishum, Cincinnati; J. S. Waters, Miamis- 
burg; John France, Harlem Springs; Fred 
Shissler, New Hagerstown; Scott Brandon, Me- 
chanicstown; Thos. Kirby, Perrysville; L. P. 


McCulloch, Mt. Hope. 
Mutual Benefit—Thomas B. Thompson, 


Liverpool. 
National—S. L. Bailey, 


East 


Lowellville. 





New York—G., A. Vehr, H. B. Houser and H. G. 
Sutton, Cincinnati: I. Neuwelt, Cleveland. 

New England—Earl W. Pettibone, Wapakoneta. 

Provident Life & Trust—Claude E. Hart, Cleve- 
land. 

Security Trust & Life—Mary A. Brown, Cin- 
cinnati. 

Security Mutual—Clyde T. Warren, Pedro. 

State Mutual—R. P. Pumphrey, Delaware. 

State, Indianapolis—H. M. Briney, Greenville; 


George H. 


Lord, Fort Recovery; T. A. Skalley, 
Wapakoneta ; 


J. H. Noggle, New Madison. 


Travelers—Harley D. Bogrand, Cleveland. 
United States—R. R. Johnson, Fort Recovery. 
WISCONSIN. 


Fidelity Mutual—Arthur J. Nickel, Marinette. 
Mutual Benefit—Edmund B. Kinney, Baldwin. 
National, Vermont—E. W. Thompson, C. L. Van 
Valkenburg, Joseph C. Hyman, Milwaukee. 
National Life, U. S. A.—Dera Lieuellen, Mil- 
R. Springer, Lone Pine; William 


waukee. 

New York—F. 
L. Bullock, Shell Lake; Fred C. Wells, Iron River ; 
li. A. Neuser, West Superior; Ray D. West, Chil- 


ton; John Callahan, Menasha; W. J. Webster, 
Monticello; John Rosenheimer, Jr., Schleisinger- 
ville. 


Northwestern Life & Savings—H. H. Ainsworth, 
Baraboo; Charles N. Abbott, Ogdensburg. 


Northwestern Mutual—oO. Miller, West 
Salem; W. R. Zentner, Stevens Point. 

Northwestern National, Minnesota—F. W. Schell, 
Dodgeville. 





2. L. Cass, West Superior ; 
tin Collin, Milwaukee. 
Prudential—J. J. Hartley, Milwaukee. 
Security Trust & Life—A. H. Horton, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. (For Wisconsin) Ernest A. Strong, 
Asbland. 


Mar- 





INDIANA. 
»} Springer & White, Bloomington. 
Fidelity Mutual—A. E. Martin, Greenfield. 
Hartford Life—S, K. Verrill, Goodland. 
Massachusetts Mutual Life—August W. Kruem- 
ling, Madison County. 
New York Life—Charles H. 
port; George W. Bowman, 
Northwestern Life & Savings, Des Moines— 
W. S. Orwin, Rushville; A. J. Heather, Tipton. 
Phenix Mutual Life—F. W. Kinney, Angola. 
United States Life—Albert Berg, Indianapolis ; 
Zeb E. Booe, Veedersburg. 
MICHIGAN. 
4itna Life—Miss Belle O’Hara, Detroit; D, M. 
Johnson, Hart. 
Bankers Life. Ia.—Carl Tellefsen, 
Le Roy, Pontiac. 





Wilson, 


Bridge- 
Indianapolis. 


Ishpeming ; 





Connecticut Mutual—W. C. Hull, Lansing. 
Equitable, la.—H. B. Carr, Whitehall. 
Home Life—H. J. Denk, Detroit. 
John Hancock Mut.—H. E. Cass, Burr Oak. 
Mass. Mutual—H. P. Mowerson, Belle River; 
Mattie A. Griffes, Muskegon. 
National Life, Vt.—F. A. Sinkula, Cedar River. 
New York Life—G. H. ‘Atherton, Boyne City; 
O. McTaggart, Croswell; A. J. Storm, Detroit; 
Leonard Righter, Hartford : Cc EB. Le Forge. 
Pigeon; A. F. Rockwell, Vassar; W. M. Gross, 
Westphalia; F. L. Bacon, Warren. 
Northwestern Mutual—John Carson, Mostings. 
i. 
R 





Phenix Mutual—John Egan, Battle Creek ; 
E. King, Detroit; D. S. Partridge, Escanaba; P. 
Scribner, Hermansville; Chas. Matthews, Pontiac; 
S. Morrison, Saginaw. 
Royal Union Mutual—J. 
State Life, Ind.—R. C. 
Security Trust & Life, 
wood. 


B. Webber, Detroit. 
Drummond, Jackson. 
Pa.—W. W. Smith, lron- 





IcCALL’S LETTER TO THE FIELD FORCE. 





President of the New York Life Talks on the 
Achievements of the Strong Agency 
Corps. 





President John A. McCall of the New York 
Life in addressing the field force with special 
reference to the contest between June 11 and 
July 11, says: 

“Since we first shook hands at that mem- 
orable meeting in March, 1892, in Chicago, 
many wonderful things have happened in the 
development of our agency organization, and 
in the progress of the New York Life. A 
great many contests have been arranged, all 
designed to appeal to pride, ambition, af- 
fection and desire for worldly advancement. 
I have watched these various contests with 
the keenest interest. I have often been as- 
tonished (although I believe in the force of 
such appeals) in observing their results. Here 
and there, during the eleven years which in- 
tervene between March 10, 1892, and July Il, 
1903, are events which stand out distinctly in 
the history of the development of our agency 
organization. At these points the power of 
the agency force, unknown even to itself, has 
been called out, and the whole level of 
achievement has been bodily lifted to a higher 
ommang Hundreds, even thousands, of men 
have discovered that they possessed a strength 
of which they did not previously dream, and, 
as a result, the work and the accomplishments 
of the agency force have never gone back to 
the earlier level. The contest that closed on 
the 11th of July with a total business in the 
world, written in 30 days, aggregating more 
than ‘$55,000,000, of which over $48,000,000 
was written in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico and the West Indies, was one of these 
distinguishing events—one of the occurrences 
that lift the production of the field to a new 
and a higher level, indeed, in this case, to the 
highest level that we have ever known. Again, 
it will follow that we shall not drop back to 
our previous level. 

“To analyze a little more closely just what 
this contest has done, I should say that it had, 
as perhaps no previous contest has, raised the 
standard of individual production and forced 
recognition of individual power. 

“Under the splendid management of our 
agency department, we go on gathering men, 
expanding ovr ranks, extending our branch 
offices, widening our territory, strengthening 
our organization generally, and then one of 
these contests is planned, and, like a current 
of electricity, it runs throuch the whole body 
and makes it discover its own strength. It 
takes hard work, brains and organizing ability 
to get men together. It takes a contest like 
this just closed to wake men up. This 30- 
day struggle has waked vou up, and has as- 
tonished me. It shows that our organization 
is not only big, but strong, that it is full of 
vitality, full of pride, full of ambition. 

“The fifty men who are to come to New 
York may fairly be said, I think, to rep- 
resent all the qualities of our agency force in 
the territory covered. I should hesitate to 
say that they are permanently better than 
other men in the same field, because some- 
thing like 8,000 men entered this contest, and 
the number who just fell short of winning is 
so great that I am as much impressed by that 
view of our strength in the field as I am by 
the wonderful product of this 30 days. 

“T send greeting especially, therefore, to the 
good men who worked so hard and who didn’t 
win a place amongst the fifty. As a matter 
of fact you are all winners. No man can go 
into’a contest of this sort, led by the motives 
that inspired you, and not come out of it a 
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better man. You are stronger, keener, more 
ambitious, more conscious of your personal 
power, more loyal to your company—in short, 
you have grown. ‘This is, after all, the chief 
reward, and it is yours just as much as it is 
the portion of the fortunate fifty who will 
soon be my guests. 

“T should fail properly to express my amaze- 
ment at your achievements if I should make 
no reference to the pride I feel in having 
such an organization standing all over the 
land, as the representatives of this company. 
It is not alone the size of our organization, 
but its spirit that makes the future of our 
company certain. Your response was mag- 
nificent ; your work was inspiring; the product 
unequalled.” 





STIRRED UP OVER W.E. CURTIS’ LETTER 





Iowa Companies Think the Distinguished Cor- 
respondent Did the Regular Life Institu- 
tions a Great Injustice. 





The different Iowa companies are pretty 
well stirred up over the recent letter in the 
Chicago Record-Herald, in which William 
E. Curtis, the distinguished correspondent, re- 
flected severely on Iowa life insurance com- 
panies, the Iowa laws, and the conduct of the 
insurance department. Mr. Curtis attacked 
the companies writing the investment-bond 
proposition, claiming that it was a deceptive 
contract in which companies and agents were 
given to make estimates that could never be 
fulfilled. In condemning this form of con- 
tract, however, he seemed to call in question 
all the insurance companies of Iowa. Com- 
panies like the Royal Union Mutual and the 
“Equitable think that Mr. Curtis should have 
been more definite in his statements and not 
brought all the companies within the bounds 
of his harsh criticism. Several protests have 
already been made as to the article, and it is 
likely that Iowa life insurance companies will 
take up the question in a body. Mr. Curtis 
stated that the officials and politicians found 
a nicely feathered nest in the way of these 
insurance companies, and it was a general rule 
for them to fall into a soft berth by being 
elected to office in-one of these institutions. 
Frank D. Jackson, ex-Governor of Iowa and 
president of the Royal Mutual, feels much 
aggrieved at this castigation. The Iowa life 
insurance laws have been held up as a model, 
but Mr. Curtis seems to think they are de- 
fective. 





KANSAS CITY LIFE OFFERS EXPLANATION. 

The Kansas City Life complains that one 
of the reasons why it did not cut more of a 
figure in the recent reinsurance of the Kansas 
Mutual business was because it was prevented 
from getting into Kansas and obtaining a 
state license sooner. It is claimed that stories 
were circulated among the Kansas Mutual 
policyholders that the company was not going 
to enter the State of Kansas at all. The 
Kansas City Life had its reorganization papers 
ready several weeks ago, but was prevented 
from obtaining the necessary license from the 
Missouri department until the attorney-general 
of Missouri could approve its papers, and as 
Attorney-General Crow took his own time to 
do this, it naturally operated against the com- 
pany in its efforts to secure the reinsurance 
of the Kansas Mutual business, as they did 
not get on the ground until late in the cam- 
paign, and were only licensed the day of the 
policyholders’ meeting. 

~~? 7? 
WETHERELL FILES A SUIT. 

O. D. Wetherell, former president of the 
National Life, U. S. A., has filed suit against 
the National Life and the National Life Build- 
ing Company, which owns the building occu- 
pied by the company in Chicago, asking for 
a receiver and an accounting. He charges 
A. M. Johnson, the treasurer of the com- 
pany, E, E. Prussing, its counsel, and E. A. 





Shedd, one of the principal directors, with 
conspiracy to attempt to get his stock. Mr. 
Wetherell claims that he owned 9,010 shares 
of the stock, against which was an indebted- 
ness of $300,000. He states that the men 
named entered into a confederacy to deprive 
him of this stock. He charges Attorney Prus- 
sing with representing him and also Shedd and 
Johnson. He desires that the National Life 
Building Company be required to transfer the 
National Life Building. to the National Life 


Insurance Company and the newly elected - 


officers be declared usurpers. 

Mr. Wetherell has passed into dotage, be- 
ing infirm and spending most of his time in 
Florida. He became heavily indebted and put 
up his National Life stock for collateral. Ma. 
Shedd and others took over the stock for the 
indebtedness and found that there was no 
equity to be paid. Mr. Wetherell believed 
that some advantage was taken of him and 
some months ago filed a suit similar to the 
present one. .It is generally conceded that he 
has no grounds for a case, as his stock was 
fully mortgaged. At any rate, the company 
is not involved in the transaction, it being 
only a question as to whether there was any 
equity in the stock which Mr. Wetherell held. 
In the preliminary hearing recently the com- 
pany practically won in the former suit 
brought by Mr. Wetherell. The whole affair 
is a contention as to stock ownership. 

+ ~~ 
PRUDENTIAL’S CONTEST IN THE WEST. 

The Prudential has inaugurated an agency 
contest in the western division which will be 
watched with interest. In this contest one 
agent is pitted against another, where both 
write about the same amount. For instance, 
the Marquette branch of the Prudential in 
Chicago is pitted against the San Francisco 
branch. The northern Illinois agency, under 
Manager J. L. Ferguson, is contesting with 
the Denver branch. Each agency is given a 
banner, and the winner in the contest captures 
the banner of his opponent and holds it in his 
office as a trophy. 

— + 
ANOTHER NEW YORK LIFE CONTEST. 

Following the presidential contest of the 
New York Life the company has opened an- 
other contest closing August 31. Each 
agency is given an allotment and is put in a 
class with two or three other agencies or more, 
the company offering the bonus to the agency 
producing the greatest amount of business 
over and above the allotment. For example, 
in Chicago the Stock Exchange branch, the 
Tribune branch, the Title and Trust branch, 
and the Fisher building branch are in a class, 
the bonus being $500 to the agency winning, 
to be divided as the manager sees fit. All 
of the other offices of the New York Life 
in the city are bunched together with a $300 
bonus. In other departments the company 
is making a similar arrangement. 

~~ - 
WONDERFUL RECORD. 

One of the most wonderful records in writ- 
ing life insurance ever reported is that of E. 
J. Deibel of Youngstown, O. In a recent 
New York Life contest from June 11 to July 
11 he is reported as having written 116 ap- 
plications for $398,000. The amount of in- 
surance written is not so surprising as the 
number of applications—nearly four a day, 
including Sundays. 

A ad Sad 
PRESIDENT’S CONTEST A TRIUMPH. 

The New York Life agency contest between 
June 11and July 11 has closed, the company se- 
curing over 23,000 applications with $48,000,- 
000 new insurance. This was in honor of 
President McCall and the successful victors 
will be invited to a banquet in New York to 
meet the president. The victorious inspector 
of agencies is Hamilton Cooke of Texas. The 





agency director making the most distinguished 
record over the same period of .1902 is 
George W. Long of Philadelphia. Ralph C. 
Stevens of the Title and Trust branch won 
out among the agency directors in Chicago. 
J. H. Emerson wrote the most business as 
a member of the $200,000 club in Chicago. He 
belongs to the Title and Trust branch. A. E. 
Thompson of the Stock Exchange branch in 
Chicago as a $100,000 club man won. E. T. 
Swobe of the Tribune branch, a non-club 
member, won. In the great middle division 
H. Mickle, agency director at Cleveland, won, 
William Grauer of the Altoona branch being 
the $200,000 victor, E. J. Deibel being the 
$100,000 club member at Cleveland and F. S. 
Gaige being the non-club member, belonging 
to the Majestic branch. J. <A. Campbell, 
agency director at St. Paul, is a victor, as is 
Walker Buckner of St. Louis of the Missouri 
Clearing House. W. M. Harris, agency di- 
rector at San Francisco, won in that depart- 
ment. 





SUIT AGAINST THE FRANKLIN IS OFF. 





Assured Olaims He Was Misled by Attorney 
E. D. Carter of Chicago and Did Not 
Ask for a Receiver. 


The proceedings filed by George P. Heckel 
of St. Louis in the Chicago courts, asking for 
a receiver for the Franklin Life of Spring- 
field, Ill, were dismissed last Saturday, a 
week after they were filed. Mr. Heckel placed 
the case in the hands of Edmund D. Carter, 
who had charge of the proceedings against 
the Minnesota Mutual Life, and who was re- 
buked severely by the courts at St. Paul. Mr. 
Heckel had no intention of applying for a re- 
ceiver and was surprised to learn that such 
a case had been filed. It was not his inten- 
tion or understanding to take this course and 
only endeavored to get $400 cash value for his 
policy. Since reading the decision of Judge 
Amidon in the Minnesota Mutual case Mr. 
Heckel does not desire to be represented by 
Mr. Carter and placed his case in the hands 
of another attorney. The Franklin promises 
Mr. Carter that it will pay such cash value 
on the policy as may. be determined by the 
actuary of any insurance department or any 
other competent authority. This closes an 
incident that should never have arisen and 
which was largely brought about by the ac- 
tion of Attorney Carter. 





WILL ORGANIZE COUNTRY CLUBS. 

Vice-president Stevens of the Illinois Life 
is working out a scheme to organize pro- 
ducers’ clubs for the company. It is his in- 
tention to have $50,000 clubs organized in 
different States or fields. The company will 
have a $100,0c0 club, which will meet once 
a year in some central territory. The Illi- 
nois Life has about eight men who write 
$200,000 a year, and it has a couple of men 
who write $500,000 a year each. The com- 
pany’s agency force is expected to produce 
$10,000,000 during the current year. 

a ~~ 
HAD A GREAT MEETING. 

The New York Life’s bulletin tells of the 
annual convention of the central and west 
$100,000 clubs at Mackinac Island, July 8 to 
10. For the year the roster shows 265 men- 
bers from the central, Chicago, southwestern 
and northwestern departments, the combined 
new business being $31,462,088. George II. 
Zugschwert, of the Stock Exchange bratch 
at Chicago, was elected president of the Cen- 
tral club, he sending in paid applications of 
$187,0co. C. W. Bowen, of the southern Cali- 
fornia branch, was elected president of tlie 
Western club, having paid for $196,750. Over 
200 members gathered in Chicago and went (° 
Mackinac Island. The officers present were 
Secretary J. C. McCall, Vice-President D. P. 
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Kingsley, Comptroller S. M. Ballard, Medical 
Director O. H. Rogers, General Solicitor J. H. 
McIntosh, Actuary A. R. Grow, and Dr. Tie- 
man of the medical board. These officials 
made speeches on Wednesday morning. On 
Wednesday afternoon the party took carriages 
and visited different parts of the island. In 
ihe evening there was an impromptu entertain- 
ment, Messrs. Bowen and Christopher of Cali- 
jornia, Mr. Schwarz of Chicago, and Miss 
Rutledge of Kenton, Ohio, contributing mu- 
sical selections. 

On Thursday morning Inspectors of Agen- 
cies Gilbert A. Smith, H. T. Holtz of Chi- 
cago, Hamilton Cooke of Texas, W. M. Harris 
of San Francisco, and G. W. Millen of Detroit 
gave talks. Victor J. Obenauer of Dayton, 
Ohio, and Actuary A. R. Grow read papers. 
Thursday afternoon was spent in pleasure, 
and in the evening was the banquet over 
which Secretary McCall presided. On Fri- 
day the members of the convention. sailed for 
Chicago. The convention was a success in 
every respect. 





DEATH RATE IS GIVEN IN INDIANA. 


Interesting Statement from the Board of Health 
—Mortality Among the Negroes—Males 
; and Females Compared. 


The Indiana State Board of Health has is- 
sued its report for 1902. It shows the death 
rate to have been 12.7 for males and 12.4 for 
females, or an average of 12.5. There were 
1,168 more deaths of males than of females 
The colored death rate was 16.7. The board 
discusses the mortality conditions in part as 
follows: 


“The fact that negroes do not observe sani- 
tary laws to the same degree as the whites 
seems sufficient to explain the conditions. 
For instance, negroes are exceeding prone to 
shut out the air in winter time and huddle to- 
gether around stoves. This is very unsanitary 
and leads to diseases of the air passages, 
especially consumption. The incidence of 
consumption among the whites and the col- 
ored appears in the following figures: The 
total death rate from consumption, the foul- 
air disease, is 147.7 in each 100,000 annually, 
the white rate being 111.1 and the colored 
184.2. It is certainly true that the colored 
people would have the same consumption 
death rate as the whites if they ventilated as 
thoroughly. 

“During the year the male babies under one 
year died much more freely than the females, 
the rates being respectively 101.3 and 85.1. We 
have no explanation to offer for this. In old 
age periods, too, the females have the lower 
death rate. It appears that blustering March 
and hot August claim the most victims, the 
first by pneumonia and the attacks on the 
breathing tract, and the second by typhoid 
fever, diarrhoeal diseases and like troubles of 
the intestinal tract. 

‘It is well known that if a baby passes suc- 
cessfully through the first year of life its liv- 
ing chances increase, and this is true also as 
year after year is survived up to about forty 
when the chances decrease. The following 
table shows the figures in 1902 up to five years 
of age: 


eS errr 5,486 
Died the second year............ 1,471 
Died the third year............. 641 
Died the fourth year............ 344 
Died the fifth year.............. 284 
Born during the year.......... 59,977 


It is plain in this that one in every seven 
died before the sixth year.” 





STATEMENT OF THE SECURITY TRUST & LIFE. 

he semi-annual statement of the Security 
Trast and Life shows assets of $2,197,280; 
surplus to policyholders, $510,791; insurance 
in force, $17,299,227. The following increases 
have been made during six months: Reserve, 
$154,180; assets, $114,667; surplus, $6,438. 
The following decreases have been made dur- 
ing six months: Liabilities, excluding re- 
Serve, $45,950; expenses, $16,723. 





LIFE NOTES. 


David Webb, formerly with the Mutual Life 
at Danville, Ill, has been appointed general 
agent of the Prudential. 

The Prudential has recently increased its 
agency force in Missouri by adding twenty- 
three new agents to its staff. 

The suit of Bayard Pallette, formerly St. 
Louis manager for the Kansas Mutual Life, 
has been compromised. The suit was for 
$25,000. 

W. S. Demorest, formerly manager of the 
Fisher Building office of the Franklin Life 
at Chicago, has gone with the Mutual Life of 
Illinois. 


A $500 fine was imposed in the Circuit 
Court of Chicago against the Old Wayne 
Life of Indianapolis for operating in Illinois 
without a license. 

A. O. Buchman of Fort Wayne, Ind., has 
been appointed general agent of the Mer- 
chants Life Association of Burlington, Iowa, 
for eastern Illinois. 


The insurance department of Nebraska is 
taking steps to appoint a receiver for the Fra- 
ternal Wedge of York and the Gardeners of 
Omaha, two beneficiary organizations. 


Judge Hook of Topeka has allowed $10,000 
to the attorneys of the trustees of the Kansas 
Mutual Life and $5,000 each to the three trus- 
tees, which will be paid by the Illinois Life. 

The agency directors of the New York Life 
Insurance Company have been given a gold 
badge by the company, with an appropriate 
monogram. It is a very nice piece of work. 

R. T. Thorpe, who was until recently with 
the State Mutual at Toledo, has been ap- 
pointed as district manager of the Home Life 
at that place and has removed his offices 
higher up in the Spitzer. 


The agency association in the territory of 
General Agent McNutt of the New England 
Mutual Life in Ohio met on Wednesday and 
Thursday of this week at Cleveland to discuss 
matters of interest to the agents. 


M. K. Smith, who has been district agent 
of the Masachusetts Mutual at Findlay, Ohio, 
for several years, has severed his connection 
with that company to act as resident manager 
of the American Finance Securities Company 
of New York. 

Max Kaufman of St. Louis, who, ten years 
ago, left the life insurance business to accept 
the position of secretary of the board of 
health of that city, has again taken up the 
insurance work, and is connected with Kauf- 
man & Darby, general agents for the Mutual 
Benefit Life. 


The Fidelity Mutual Life’s Indiana agency is 
cutting some ice this year. It has picked up 
a number of good agents in Indianapolis and 
in the gas cities, and they are writing busi- 
ness to beat the band. Dr. C. H. Philpott, 
agency director, was in Indianapolis last week 
giving counsel and encouragement. 


The Etna Life Insurance Company is re- 
organizing the western half of Missouri, hav- 
ing moved the general offices for that terri- 
tory from St. Louis to St. Joseph, and con- 
ferred more authority upon Manager D. M. 
Skinner at that place. Manager Skinner is 
canvassing his territory with a view to estab- 
lishing new agencies. 


The Kansas City Life Insurance Company 
of Kansas City, which recently reorganized 
as an old-line company, has deposited with the 
Missouri department ten certificates of de- 
posit of $10,000 each with the National Bank 
of Commerce, Kansas City, at 3 per cent in- 
terest per annum, and is registering its policies 
with the Missouri department. 


In addition to George Pick of Milwaukee, 
who again won first honors for having writ- 
ten the largest amount of insurance during 
the past year of any great agent of the North- 
western Mutual Life, prizes were awarded to 
B. N. Waller, Council Bluffs, Ia. second 
place; A. C. Murdock, Chicago, third, and 
William McMillan, Minneapolis, fourth. 

D. C. Moore, assistant superintendent of 
the Prudential, has been arrested at Warren, 
Ohio, charged with forging a death claim, 
using for this purpose the name of a Warren 
girl, who is still living, and collecting $120 
on the claim. He was arraigned July 18, but 
waived examination and gave $500 bail for 
his appearance in common pleas court. 





GOSSIP ON LIFE INSURANCE, 


John W. Weidner, one of the agents of the 
Equitable of New York at Dayton, Ohio, had 
on his books until recently what was said to 
be the largest annual premium collected in 
Ohio, somewhat over $9,300 on a $100,000 fif- 
teen-year endowment policy on the life of 
Adam Schantz, a brewer of the city. Mr. 
Schantz died early in May after paying five 
premiums. The claim was paid five days after 
proofs of death were received by Mr. Weidner. 
The risk was considered such a good one when 








it was written that a second policy for 
$100,000 was issued on the application. 
When the policies were received Mr. 


Schantz had gone to Cuba, leaving the matter 
of insurance to his son. He considered the 
question several days, and, feeling delicate 
about appearing to desire too much insurance 
on his father’s life, accepted only one of them. 
The death of Mr. Schantz in no wise re- 
flected on his desirability as a risk at the time 
the insurance was taken, as it resulted from 
his going to work too soon after a surgical 
operation, made necessary by complications re- 
sulting from a cold caught while coming North 
from Florida in the spring. 

Mr. Weidner promptly replaced the premium 
he had lost by the death of Mr. Schantz by 
writing endowment policies and bonds of a 
commuted value of $147,500 on three lives. 
He took those applications on June 29 by way 
of celebrating his eleventh wedding anniver- 
sary. Incidentally he qualified as a member 
of the Equitable’s Hundred and Fifty Thous- 
and Dollar Club. 

Records of the Columbus general agency 
show that for some time back gr per cent of 
Mr. Weidner’s applications were written with 
a binding receipt, and 99 per cent of those is- 
sued were delivered and paid for. 


Since President Matthews of the Northern 
Central Life became general manager of the 
company some changes in its business policy 
have taken place. One that is noticeable is a 
tendency to keep out of small places with the 
sub-ordinary department. In some instances 
men were given contracts to work this depart- 
ment in small places. They wrote some busi- 
ness that was easy to get and then gave the 
work up, and it proved troublesome and ex- 
pensive to provide for the collections on this 
business. Another change that heartily pleases 
superintendents is the introduction of the mod- 
ern system of life and lapse registers. The 
former system in use was an antiquated one 
that the big indusrial companies gave up years 
ago. 


A man who is familiar with life insurance 
conditions in the South, recently made the 
statement that more than half the business now 
being written in that section is on the non- 
participating plan. The Metropolitan, Travel- 
ers, Prudential and Mutual Benefit are said 
to be writing a large part of it. The Penn 
Mutual, which by its charter cannot write non- 
participating insurance, is writing a large 
amount of term and convertible term business, 
its Atlanta office being noted for this class of 
business. 


Speaking of the use of figures in life insur- 
ance a man who has already written a quarter 
of a million this year, said: “So-and-So can 
figure for a week to prove that his proposi- 
tion is the best, and while he is doing it I 
can get out and write five men.” Another 
man recently expressed the opinion that about 
one case in twenty is written in competition 
and it pays better to quit in that case than 
waste time in a fight. These men do not hold 
these views because they are not in a position 
to compete, as both represent first-class com- 
panies. 
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AMONG THE CASUALTY MEN. 


COMMENTS ON LIABILITY SITUATION. 








Underwriter Shows What Must Be Done by the 
Companies and Agents to Improve 
Conditions. 





One of the brightest liability men in the 
country, in commenting on the recent article 
in this paper, anent the liability situation in 
Illinois, says: 

“The article in your issue of June 25, en- 
titled ‘Liability Insurance in Illinois, should 
appeal to both the underwriter and the as- 
sured, as the conditions existing in Illinois, 
and, for that matter, generally throughout the 
United States, indicate that unless something 
is done to increase the premium income the 
high ratio of current losses and the uncer- 
tainty of undetermined claims predicate dan- 
ger to all concerned. ‘Cut Rates,’ and the 
same thing under a Conference name, i. e., 
‘Special Rates,’ are responsible for a portion 
of the trouble, but the most serious phase of 
the case is the disposition of the law-making 
power to place practically the entire burden 
of proof on the defendant in personal damage 
cases; the old fundamental law of self-preser- 
vation has to a large extent been set aside in 
many States. Our state judiciary, being de- 
pendent on the franchise of the voter, leans 
toward the laboring man, and the average 
jury can, as a rule, be depended upon to help 
out the plaintiff regardless of the question of 
legal liability. 

“There are certain managers of liability 
companies, who, in the past, have tried to 
dominate the business, and when certain man- 
agers of other companies failed to conform 
to their ideals have condemned them and 
sought to punish them by using ‘special rates,’ 
in fact, any kind of an old rate to take busi- 
ness away from the offending companies. 
Other companies, as a matter of introduction 
and to place a large volume of business on 
their books, cut rates, and in both-cases the 
publisher and the transgressor reap a harvest 
of liabilities, perhaps -not for several years, 
but the inevitable result follows in both cases. 

“It would be interesting reading if some 
capable, unbiased liability actuary could have 
access to the actual conditions surrounding 
the items of undetermined liability claims 
of the several companies. It is not the pres- 
ent situation that confronts us, it’s the future 
that augurs danger. It is utter foolishness 
for one manager to maintain that his com- 
pany is safe and the other companies are pur- 
suing reckless methods. Some companies 
make a better showing, on account of other 
lines which produce steady profits, but all 
the casualty companies are practically in the 
same boat, in so far as their liability business 
is concerned, and conditions will not improve 
in that respect until united action is taken 
to increase rates and make changes in_con- 
tracts that will eliminate a very large item 
of expense, i. e., first aid or keep it down to 
its original intent. No use for one or more 
companies to pretend to maintain rates and 
good practices. Agency plants will dissolve 
if such a course is persisted in. Competi- 
tion outside of the service rendered and the 
personality of representatives means the same 
old thing, cut rates, mud slinging, etc., etc. 

“A vindictive disposition to ‘do the other 
fellow up’ prevails among some of the man- 
agers, but by consulting statistical tables show- 
ing percentages of loss and expense applying 
to liability business for the past ten years, 
good, hard-headed common sense should con- 
vince all that it is time to call a halt. Quit 
slinging mud, cutting rates, and all other un- 
businesslike attempts to broaden the breach, 
and get together. The companies that trans- 
act life and liability business certainly cannot 
afford to go on piling up, liabilities for the 
future, and thereby endangering the protection 
behind their life contracts. United action 
should be taken to prevent inimical legislation, 
the most formidable barrier to profitable un- 
derwriting that exists to-day. No use to say, 
‘we can stand it as long as you can.’ The 
failure of one or more companies would in- 
jure the business greatly and destroy con- 
fidence among insurers. Utterly useless to 
appeal to insurers to voluntarily pay “higher 
rates than competition produces. Mandatory 
instructions, with a good stiff penalty for in- 








fraction of same, will bring order out of chaos. 
The managers can control the situation, and 
must do something soon to offset the danger 
ahead. 

“The article referred to must have been 
written by a casualty underwriter or actuary, 
and it is a pleasure to note the impartial man- 
ner in which the subject is treated. That 
spirit is the key to the situation. There is 
always room for honest effort and legitimate 
competition. More than half the mean things 
we hear about each other originate with de- 
signing insurers, who believe in ‘inciting riot’ 
to secure low rates. Let’s quit scrapping and 
get together. The formation of local and 
state boards would be productive of much 
good. The manner of conducting the fire in- 
surance business is an example of what co- 
operation will do. 





CLAUSES ADOPTED BY THE COFIMITTEE. 





Work of the International Association of Acci- 
dent Writers Is Being Forwarded—Uni- 
formity Aimed At. 





New York, July 21.—(Special.)—A meeting 
of the committee on uniform policy phraseo- 
logy, appointed by the International Associa- 
tion of Accident Underwriters at its fifteenth 
convention held at White Mountains in July, 
1902, and reappointed and extended at its 
sixteenth convention held at Thousand Islands, 
July, 1903, met at the home office of the 
United States Casualty in New York this 
morning. The committee unanimously adopted 
the following policy clauses: 

“The company may cancel this policy by 
mailing notice of cancelation to the insured’s 
address with its check for the unearned part, 
if any, of the premium. 

“The company shall have the right and op- 
portunity to examine the insured’s person and 
body in case of injury (including an autopsy 
in case of death) when and so often as it may 
require. 

“Written notice of any injury, fatal or non- 
fatal, for which claim may be made, shall be 
given to the company at its home office within 
ten days from the date of accident. 

“Against disability arising directly and in- 
dependently of all other causes from bodily 
injuries affected through external, violent and 
accidental means, suicide, sane or insane, not 
included.” 

The committee consists of Franklin J. 
Moore, chairman, Philadelphia; Edson S. Lott, 
New York City; Wm. Bro. Smith, Hartford, 
Conn.; G. E. McNeill, Boston, Mass.; M. W. 
Van Auken, Utica, N. Y.; Walter G. Faxon, 
Hartford, Conn. ; H. R. Woodward, New York 
City. 





CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 
OHIO. 
Great Eastern Casualty & Indemnity—Oscar N. 
Young, Lima; Miller English, Van Wert. 
, General Accident—Leonard L. Watson, Colum- 
us. 

North American Accident—oO. C. 
bus; F. M. Spicer, New Straitsville. 
National Surety—George W. Horne, Marietta. 

P - S. Casualty—aAlbert H. Smith, North Bloom- 

ield. 
Union Casualty & Surety—Majer C. 
Carl H. Beoth, Columbus. 


MICHIGAN, 


Bankers Surety—Alex Grieve, Cheboygan; V. I 
Schwan & Bro., Saginaw; Putnam & Van De 
Walker, Ypsilanti. 

Fidelity & Casualty—J. Spinney, Alma; See- 
iey & Hooper, Caro; H. E. Tbateee Imlay City. 

New Amsterdam—F. H. Lloyd, ge mo 
— Grand Rapids; Rose Campbell, West De- 
troit. 

U. S. Casualty—H. Bonninghausen, Detroit. 

Union Cas.—O. S. Derby, Clare; W. H. Cath- 
arin, Flint. 

U. S. Health & Accident—C. A. Hutton, Clio; 
II. Rodger, Detroit; J. J. Myers, Grand Rapids : 
Frank James, Grand Rapids; Chas, Brown, Jack- 
son: C. Bross, Jerome. 

Fidelity Acc. & Protective, Mich.—O. Morton, 


Obetz, Colum- 


Brown and 


Adrian; H. B. Jewell, Detroit; W. A. Platt, De- 
troit; A. O. Hoyt, Fremont; W. G. Russell, Gay- 
lord; C. E. Thompson, Gaylord: Elzie Hill, Man- 
ton; J. F. Hartman, Marshall; W. E. Fullerton, 


North Adams; J. Dice, Saginaw; W. B. Kimberly, 
Vanderbilt ; G. A. Williams, Vanderbilt ; Neil Me- 
Kinnon, Vanderbilt; Wm. Turner, Vanderbilt. 

Huron Indemnity, Mich.—D. E. Tillotson, Grand 
Rapids; E. S. Shaver, Muskegon. 

Mich. Benevolent—H. Law, Evart; Fred Rock, 
Hastings. 

Standard Benefit, Mich.—E. E. Mowerer, Battle 
Creek ; P. Wierman, Breckenridge; West Orth, 


Clare: M. EB. Butts, Elk Rapids ; Jobn Snyder, 
Temple; John Munson, Wyandotte. 





U. 8S. Accident, Mich.—C. B. Follett, Cadillac : 
M. R. Kent, Cadillac; W. W. Freeman, Cadillac ; 
F. C. Stillson, Fremont; C. J. Marsh, Hart; L. V 
Davis, Walkerville. 


INDIANA. 
Travelers—Eugene R. Buss, Cincinnati. 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty—Merle T. 
Stone, Abion. 
Rnd ~~ 


PREMIUMS AND LOSSES IN INDIANA. 


The following show the premiums and 

losses for the first six months in Indiana: 
Pr emiums. Losses. 

5 ee . ere reer 55 envy 0 
{tna Indemnity .......... 467 ie sa 
Bankers Surety ........... 1,054 Oe 
Fidelity & Deposit ......... 4,368 $ 3,398 
London Guarantee & Acc.... 8,873 8,233 
Metropolitan Plate Glass.... 2,412 1,059 
Pree ¥ 8,116 
Maryland Casualty 11,205 
American Bonding 2,132 





RECEIVER MAKES UGLY CHARGES. 

Walter O’Neil, receiver of the National 
Benefit and Casualty Company of Milwaukee, 
has filed a report in which he makes severe 
charges against the former president, who, it is 
claimed, subscribed for $60,000 in stock, but 
paid only a small amount. Suit was brought 
against him by the receiver, but it was found 
that he was judgment proof. The report states 
that a number of claims have been filed 
against the company which are fraudulent. 
Some assets held by.the company are stated 
to have been secured under misrepresentation, 
and are not worth nearly what they were re- 
ported to be. Cases are cited where physicians 
are said to have defrauded the company. 

+ + 

OUTLOOK FOR COMPACT UNFAVORABLE. 

The proposed Chicago compact of liability 
managers is not moving very fast, as no meet- 
ing has yet been called to discuss the situa- 
tion. All the companies realize the serious 
condition of the liability business in Chicago, 
but there is a fear of good faith not being 
observed by some managers. It is not likely 
that the Travelers will agree to 
and both the Standard and New 


Casualty are indifferent. 
te _ 


a compact 
Amsterdam 


DAMAGE SUIT IS FILED. 

The case brought by W. T. Kirke at St. 
Paul has been transferred to Minneapolis. This 
action is brought against Fred L. Gray, E. 
H. Van Campen, Charles V. Hunascher and 
George W. Girdlestone for $10,000 damages 
on a claim of conspiracy. Gray & Co. is an 
insurance agency at St. Paul, Mr. Kirke stat- 
ing that he was a solicitor for the firm rep- 
resenting the United States Fidelity and Guar- 
anty and London Guarantee and Accident. He 
charges that the firm has endeavored to 
blacken his character, a circular having been 
sent out stating that he had been removed as 
agent of these companies and that all pay- 
ments and orders be given through Hunascher. 
He clainis that Mr. Gray broke into his office 
in St. Paul and stole his books and records. 

+ + 
MAJOR C. BROWN BUYS PAUL AGENCY. 

Alfred B. Paul, who recently took the State 
of Indiana for the Travelers, has sold his 
agency at Columbus, Ohio, to Major C. 
Brown, formerly at Gallipolis. The business 
consists of several thousand dollars in pr: 
miums, largely personal accident and _ healt! 
in the Union Casualty & Surety, and son 
other casualty business which has been br 
kered to the Bankers Surety, Travelers an 
Maryland Casualty. Some changes are 
prospect which promise to make this agenc 
an important: factor in casualty business 
Columbus. 


Canal ~ 
PUTS OUT A NEW CONTRACT. 
The Fraternal Identification Company 


Chicago, which has been issuing a $3 per ye 
contract, including an identification certificat 
a pocketbook and accident insurance, provi: 
ing for $1,000 in case of death and $10 p 
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week indemnity, not to exceed five weeks, is 
issuing a special accident and health policy, 
which includes the certificate, a pocketbook 
and also $2,000 in case of death, $15 per week 
accident indemnity and $15 per week health, 
not to exceed five weeks. The health feature 
covers seventeen diseases. This costs $5 per 
year, the accident and health insurance being 
underwritten by the North American Accident 
of Chicago. The special accident policy cost- 
ing $3 is underwritten by the Union Casualty 
and Surety. The company has made a great 
success and is establishing agents all over the 
country. It has first-class management. 
Poe ey 

WILL PAY TEN PER CENT ACCUMULATIONS. 

The Preferred Accident on July 1 will begin 
paying 10 per cent accumulations on its poli- 
cies regardless of the term of premium pay- 
ment. It will apply this privilege to all poli- 
cies in force, thus giving the old policies, as 
well as the new, the benefit. 

+ 7 
VETOES TWO SURETY BILLS. 
Governor A. T. Bliss of Michigan recently 

vetoed two bills which were of considerable 
interest to the general public and to surety 
companies. One bill provided that any public 
officer might present a surety company bond in 
qualifying for office, and the premium, not ex- 
ceeding one per cent should be paid by the mu- 
nicipality. The other bill provided that cities and 
villages of a population of more than 3,000 peo- 
ple might accept corporate surety upon liquor 
license bonds. Under this second bill it was 
entirely discretionary with the municipality 
whether they should or should not accept 
surety companies. It will seem that Gov. Bliss 
vetoed both bills without any sound reason 
therefore, and his action would seem to indi- 
cate that there are some people who have 
but little idea of the true value of surety com- 
pany bonds. 


+¢ aad 


OPENS A COUPON DEPARTMENT. 

The North American Accident has opened 
a coupon department for small policies, which 
are sold to registry companies and other con- 
cerns buying policies on the wholesale plan, 
with Samuel Clark as manager, the headquar- 
ters being in the Houser building, at St. Louis. 
Mr. Clark was formerly secretary of the Se- 
curity Company of America, which handles 
the coupon policies for the Union Casualty 
The North American is branching out in this 
business and is writing the new $5 health and 
accident contract for the Fraternal Identifica- 
tion Company of Chicago. 

_ ° 
LIABILITY AND CITY EMPLOYES. 

\s is known, Director Immel, of the board 
of public works in Columbus, desired to have 
employers liability insurance covering his de- 
partment. The Fidelity & Casualty Bulletin 
Says regarding this: 

“We declined to write insurance covering 
this risk when it was offered to us some 
months ago. This was in pursuance of our 
established policy. Officials of municipalities 
are not free to turn over to the management 
and control of insurance companies, or to any 
onc, the defense of actions. We cannot afford 
to have defenses made that we do not control. 
situation as respects negligence claims 

ust cities or towns is one, therefore, that 


should not commend such risks to an insur- 
ance company doing liability business.” 
++ + 

JUDGMENT AGAINST BANKERS MUTUAL. 

dgment was recently entered against the 
Bankers Mutual Casualty Company of Des 
Moines in favor of Edwin Denby, assignee of 
Boveman .& Waters, bankers of Poseyville, 
Ind., for something like $4,800 upon a burg- 
lary insurance policy. The defense relied upon 
an alleged breach of warranty as to the thick- 
ness of the doors of the safe insured. The ap- 





plication for the insurance stated that the doors 
were 5% inches thick, while in fact they were 
about 24 inches thick, exclusive of the bolt 
work on the inside of the door. It would ap- 
pear that the applicant in answering the ques- 
tion relating to the thickness of the doors 
gave the thickness of the door including the 
bolt work. The plaintiffs rely upon the fact 
that one not an expert would give the thick- 
ness of the door as including the bolt work, 
and they also rely upon the waver of warranty 
in that the insurer knew the kind of safe and 
the actual technical thickness of the door, and 
had requested the insured to improve the safe 
to correspond with the representations, while 
still continuing the policy in force. However, 
all questions of fact were decided adversely 
by the jury, to the assured. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 

The Wisconsin Accident and Sick Benefit 
Association of Green Bay, Wis., has changed 
its name to the Badger Protective Association. 

Gilbert W. Haverfield of Kansas City, hav- 
ing resigned as the Kansas City manager for 
the American Bonding Company of Baltimore, 
the company has appointed Harry B. Walker 
as the new manager. 

Some personal accident agents, who, a few 
years ago became disgusted with the business 
because of the heavy lapse, are now devoting 
much attention to it, as they claim that the 
accumulation feature has almost stopped lapses. 

The Royal Exchange Assurance Corporation 
of London is issuing a policy which guaran- 
tees, for an annual premium, to pay all medi- 
cal, surgical and nursing expenses incurred in 
connection with operations of appendicitis. The 
limit of the liability is $500, to be paid to the 
assured, but in case of death the amount is 
paid to the legal representatives. There are 
said to have been 15,000 operations of this 
character in the United Kingdom is 1900, the 
mortality being 10 per cent. 





We don't keep Expiration Registers. We sell 
them. Send for sample page of our No. 270 for 
local agents. 





Customers’ Expiration Books. We have a good 
assortment and invite you to try some of these as 





END OF A CONTROVERSY. 
The Insurance Press prints the following 
pertaining to the ending of the 
Mutual Life controversy: 


30wles-Usher- 


A natural curiosity has been manifested in 
some quarters in regard to the ending of the 
“Bowles Movement,” and there has been in 
the insurance press and other papers a variety 
of statements and inferences not in accord 
with the reality. The truth is simply that 
those interested in the movement brought to 
the atténtion of the company the _ indorse- 
ments they had received, which were sub- 
mitted to the company in entire good faith 
as a part of an honorable controversy. ‘The 
parties interested in submitting these views 
on behalf of policyholders co-operating with 
them were satisfied at the time of such sub- 
mission that good results would follow in 
the interest of policyholders, and concluded 
from this and from assurances received that 
their mission fully accomplished its purpose. 
thus ending the controversy in good faith and 
honorably. In this connection the following 
an advertising medium. Sample pages on request. 


letter may be interesting to insurance readers: 
Exuis B. Usuer, 
Secretary to the Policyholders 


ot 
The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New 
York. 
New York, May 22, 1903. 
Dear Sir:—In the circular sent to solicit 


your indorsement, it was made plain that this 
movement contemplated a protest from policy- 
holders to the trustees of the company against 
rebating, or “giving away insurance.” In that 
circular I said: 

“Peaceable means should first be exhausted 
in an effort to get the attention of the officers 
of the company to these complaints. All pol- 
icyholders are interested in preserving the 
good name of their company, which will sug- 
gest to you that needless discussion or pub- 
licity should be avoided. 

“It is with the intention of using it with 
the board of trustees that we write to ask you, 
as a representative policyholder, for a letter 
similar in import to those enclosed.” 

In accordance with this proposal, your let- 
ter of indorsement (together with many oth- 
ers of similar import) has been submitted 
to the company, and the attention of the 
officers directed to its contents. 

This action complies with the spirit and pur- 
pose which actuated those who, like yourself, 
have given countenance to this undertaking, 
and concludes the work of this office. 

Trusting that this action will be accepted 
as wise and satisfactory, I am, very truly 
yours, 

E.uts B. Usuer, Secretary. 

The following appeared in the Atlanta Con- 
stitution of May 26: 


Settinc Mr. UsHer RIGHT. 
Investigation Shows There Was No Malice 
in His Action. 


New York, May 25.—A press dispatch was 
sent from this city on April 30 to the effect 
that “a man named Usher, a press agent for 
a dismissed agent of a large life insurance 
company” and who styled himself a “secretary 
for the policyholders,” was engaged in some 
sort of blackmailing attack upon a large life 
insurance company. It appears, however, 
upon further investigation, that there was no 
malice in his action, and that there was no 
occasion for such an insinuation or for the 
company to feel disturbed. Mr. Usher is a 
newspaper man of good repute. 
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Contract 





AGENTS WANTED .... in every town 








DWELLING HOUSE INVENTORIES. 


No more effectual advertising medium 
can be used by companies and agents 
than a distribution of our dwelling house 
inventories. Made up in three sizes. 
Form 610 for owners of considerable per- 
sonal property is both artistically bound 
and printed. Form 614 is for a moder- 
ate-sized household. Form 612 is for 
small flats and cottages and gives the 
solicitor an excellent chance to introduce 
the subject. Send 25 cents for a sample 
set. Your advertising card printed free 
on quantities of 100 or over. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 
413 Vine St, 164 La Salle St, 

Cincinnati. Chicago. 
Tel. M. 2077. Tel. M. 2914. 











Write for particulars 


Fraternal Identification Co. of America 
301 Woman’s Temple, CHICAGO, ILL- 











INDIANA HANDBOOK. 


The new Indiana handbook is now out, 
and we are furnishing it at $2.00 a copy. 
This is a complete directory of companies 
and agents in the state, together with 
statistics as to towns and other valuable 
information for local agents and com- 
panies. Your order should be sent in 
at once. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
COMPA 


sy , 


Johnston Bldg., Cincinnati. 
164 LaSalle St., Chicago. 
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THE WESTERN 


UNDERWRITER. 


July 16, 1903. 








AGENTS WANTED 





Exclusive Territory 
Liberal Contracts 
TRENGTH 


ECURITY 
OLIDITY 


OF NEW YORK 




















GULF, OF MEX Co * 






J ay ehh we Bee 
x Has worked Succés 


JOHN P. MUNN, M. D. 
President. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE, 
JAMES R. PLUM, 
Leather. 
CLARENCE H, KELSEY, 
Pres. Title Guar, &T’ st Co, 
WILLIAM H. PORTER, 
Pres. Chemical Nat. Bank, 





Active and successfu) Agents who desire to make 
DIRECT CONTRACTS 
with this well blished and progressive Com- 
pany, thereby securing for themselves not only an 
immediate return for their work, but also an 
increasing annual income commensurate with 
their success, are invited to communicate with 
RICHARD E. COCHRAN, 3rd Vice-President,at 
the Company's Office, 277 Broadway, New York. 
































ISAAC T. MANN, Pres. M. S. PENDLETON, Secy, 


PRUDENTIAL 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
TAZEWELL, VIRGINIA, 


Will write pureiy surplus lines at full tariff rates throughout 
the United States. 





the Insurance Department of Misso 
$ 250,000.00 CASH IN MERCANTILE TRUST CO. 
750,000.00 SUBJECT TO CALL. 
$1,000,000.00 TOTAL AVAILABLE ASSETS. 
THE UNDERWRITERS ARE: 


INDIVIDUAL FIRE UNDERWRITERS OF ST. LOUIS 





Groree L. ALLEN, President Fulton [ron 
Works. 

W. K. Brxsy, President American Car & 
Foundry Co. 

R. S. Brooxines, Vice-President Sam‘l 
Cupples Woodenware Co, 

James CAMPBELL, Banker. 

Murray CARLETON, President Carleton 
Dry Goods Co. 

H. N. Davis, Pres. Smith & Davis Mfg. Co. 

Joun D. Davis, Lawyer. 

R. B. Duta, Managing Director Conti- 
nental Tobacco Co. 

D. R. Francis, President D. R. Francis 
& Bro. Commission Co, 

Jos. M. Hayes, President Jos. M. Hayes 
Woolen Co. 

SamugL M. KENNARD, President J. Ken- 
nard & Sons Carpet Co. 

I. H. LionsEeRGER, Lawyer. 

P. C, Marrirt, Capitalist. 


Applications to W. H. MARKHAM @ CO., Attorneys and Managers. 
’ Century Building, St. Louis. 


GEorGE D. MarKuHAM, Senior Partner W. 
H. Markham & Co. 

Eviss MicHak., Secretary and Treasurer 
Rice-Stix Dry Goods Co. 

I. W. Morton, Advisory Director Sim- 
mons Hardware Co, 

Tuomas H. McKiTrrick, President Har- 
gadine-McKittrick Dry Goods Co. 

DaniEt C. NuGENT, First Vice-President 
B. Nugent & Bro. Dry Goods Co. 

EseEn Ricuarps, Vice-President Mexican 
Central Railroad. 

JouN Scu.tin, Capitalist. 

E. U. Summons, Advisory Director Sim- 
mons Hardware Co. 

Corwin H. SPencER, Capitalist. 

D. D. WALKER, Capitalist. p 

Festus J. WapE, President Mercantile 
Trust Co. 

Rotia Wetts, Mayor of St. Louis and 
President American Steel Foundry Co. 











E 
opel. 


HANDLERS OF ALL KINDS OF 


FIRE and MARINE SALVACE. 
PRINCIPAL OFFICE : SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT : 


Beis 





Nos. 207 and 209 No. 1005 
MADISON STREET, WASHINGTON AVE., 
CHICACO. ST. LOUIS. 


LONG DISTANCE TELE- I. F. SMALL, Superintendent 
PHONE, MAIN 275. BELL TELEPHONE, 3081. 
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INTER-STATE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Fourth and Elm Sts., CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
CAPITAL, PAID-UP, $100,000. 


Incorporated under the Legal Reserve Laws of Ohio, ... 
$100,000 deposited with the State for the security of Policyholders. 


A staunch “ Old Line” Ohio company, with leading business men 


of Cincinnati in the directorate. 


» Issues especially attractive policies on Ordinary Life, Limited 
Payment, Endowment and Annuity Plans. 


A District Agent Wanted for each county in Ohio and Kentucky, to 
whom a liberal contract, with renewal commissions and exclusive ter- 


toirry will be given. 


The Inter-State Life has all the advantages that other good 
companies have and Is besides a HOME COMPANY. 

Agents will find it desirable to deal DIRECT WITH THE HOME 
OFFICE of the company which they represent. 

Information cheerfully furnished. Correspondence confidential. 


A. G. TURNIPSEED, President. 
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The NORTHERN CENTRAL 
LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


$35, 536, 537, 538 and 539 The Spitzer Bidge 
TOLEDO, OHIO. 


Has the cleanest and best contracts sold. 
Policies in Amounts from $100 00 to $25, 000.00 
Payments Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually or Annually. 


GRAND OPPORTUNITY TO AGENTS for Territory is 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Michigan. 


W. S. MATTHEWS, J. P. SLEMMONS, 
President, Secretary. 
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